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The Stan Greenspon Center for Peace and Social Justice 
at Queens University of Charlotte  

Fourth Annual Advocacy Education Program  
 

Call to Action: Criminal Justice Education Series  
 

Join us for a three-week educational and advocacy series that will bring together a diverse 
group of local and national leaders seeking major changes in the criminal justice system. 
The program will tackle two major issues of our time with the goal of educating, infuriating, 
inspiring, and hopefully enlisting people from our community in joining the fight to level 
the playing field by ensuring racial equality. The series will culminate with the highly 
anticipated visit to Queens University by Michelle Alexander, the critically acclaimed 
author of The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, October 29: Documentary Film: Life after Life  
    Directed by Tamara Perkins  
    Followed by Panel Discussion  
 
 
Tuesday, November 5: Staged Reading of Original Play: Death of 

    Justice  
      By Rev. Dr. Willie J. Keaton Jr., Greenspon Center 

   Justice Organizer and Pastor of Mount Olive  
   Presbyterian Church   

 
 
Tuesday, November 12: Challenges and Legal Barriers of Reentry 
          from Jail and/or Prison  
         With Panel of Leaders in Law Enforcement  
         Including Sheriff Garry McFadden and 
         District Attorney Spencer Merriweather 
 
There is a $25 suggested registration fee for the series. Students are free. Registration for 
the Learning Society Program with Michelle Alexander is separate.  
Throughout the year, we will maintain our connections as a network while we advocate for 
change. For more information, contact Donna Tarney, tarneyd@queens.edu.  

 

 
 

Sessions are held TUESDAYS from 6:45-8:45pm 
in Ketner Auditorium, Sykes Learning Center 

 
Photo by Markus Spiske on Unsplash  

 

A special thanks to our sponsors... 
The Wells Fargo Center for Community Engagement at Queens University of Charlotte 

Diversity, Inclusion, and Community Engagement at Queens University and 
Charlotte Clergy Coalition for Justice 
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Queens University 2019 Preyer Lecture:  
“Progress Under Pressure: Fighting Jim Crow in the 
Queen City”  

- - - - -  
Dr. Willie J. Griffin, Staff Historian at the Levine 
Museum of the New South  
Thursday, October 10  
6:30 to 8:00pm  
Ketner Auditorium, Sykes Learning Center  
Cost: Free  
 
 
Dr. Griffin is a civil rights scholar, educator and Charlotte Native. He was previously 
assistant professor of African American history at The Citadel. He holds a doctorate in U.S. 
History from University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he produced a 
groundbreaking biography of Trezzvant W. Anderson, an unsung Charlotte native, 
journalist and remarkable national civil rights figure. Dr. Griffin also holds master’s and 
bachelor’s degrees in history and African American Studies from Morgan State University 
and Morehouse College respectively.  
 

Book Discussion on The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in 
the Age of Colorblindness 
- - - - -  
Led by Reverend Dr. Willie Keaton, Stan Greenspon Center Justice Organizer 
Monday, October 14, 7:00 pm 
Everett Library at Queens University 
 

The Learning Society at Queens University is thrilled to be bringing Michelle Alexander to our 
campus and community on November 19th. She will lead a conversation on ending the racial 
caste in America while providing a new perspective on the challenges facing the civil rights 
community and a call-to-action for a multi-racial, multi-ethnic human rights movement for 
justice in America.   
 

In preparation for her visit, join us for a discussion of her acclaimed best-seller, The New Jim 
Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. In this work, which is also Queens' 2019 
Common Read, Michelle Alexander peels back the curtain on systemic racism in the American 
prison system. Reverend Dr. Willie Keaton, the Justice Organizer of the Stan Greenspon Center 
based his research and doctoral thesis on her work. This program is co-sponsored with the 
Everett Library. To RSVP contact Rev. Willie Keaton at keatonw@queens.edu.  

 
To register for Michelle Alexander’s lecture sponsored by the Learning Society, please visit the 
Queens University website (https://www.queens.edu/community/learning-society.html).  

mailto:keatonw@queens.edu
https://www.queens.edu/community/learning-society.html


 
 

 

4 

 

Mussar: A Workout for our Souls  
- - - - -  
Rabbi Judy Schindler, Sklut Professor of Jewish Studies  
Wednesdays afternoons, 12:30-2:00pm  
Eight-week Fall Community Course  
September 25th through December 4th  
(No class 10/9, 10/30 and 11/27) 
Cost: $180.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year’s community class will be an exploration of Jewish literature called Mussar -
- Jewish ethical literature. The Hebrew word middah means measures or character traits. 
Our lives are measured by the character that we have. Judaism teaches that we have 48-
character traits and we all carry varied measures of each trait.  Rabbi Alan Morinis writes 
in his book, Everyday Holiness, "What sets one person apart from another is not whether we 
have certain traits while someone else has different ones, but rather the degree, or measure 
of the traits that live in each of our souls. The angriest person, for example, has an excess of 
the anger trait, but Mussar insists that there must be at least some degree of calm within 
that raging soul. So, must there also be a touch of anger in even the calmest individual. The 
stingiest person still has at least a grain of generosity, and so on with all the traits." 
(Everyday Holiness, 19).   
 
In each session, we will explore two to three-character traits from gratitude to humility to 
silence to trust.  Each class will include exercises to daily remind us of the character trait 
we are working on as we leave this class with our personalized spiritual curriculum. Space 
is limited.   

 
 
 
 
“In the past few years, I have prioritized adult education and have taken numerous classes 
with Rabbi Judy Schindler at Queens University. Rabbi Schindler is an incredible teacher and 
the depth of her knowledge is truly astounding. Her teaching style is interactive and 
multidimensional. She uses traditional texts to analyze current events/topics and the class is 
always a highlight of my week. The Greenspon Center is organized and intentional about the 
class schedule, notifications, class materials etc. and attending these classes has me realize 
that Queens University is a gem in our Charlotte community.” -Risa Miller  

Image created by the Greenspon Center courtesy of wordle.net 



 
 

 

5 

Introductory Hebrew Reading for Jewish Literacy  
- - - - -  
         Taught by Rabbi Tracy Klirs  
         Mondays, October 28 – December 16 
         7:00 – 8:30pm 
         Shalom Park 
         $85 for the series 
         Includes Materials 
  
 
 

For those who never learned to read Hebrew, or need a refresher, this course will get you 
up to speed with the basic “decoding” skills needed to accurately sound out Hebrew texts. 
It also provides a basic working vocabulary of frequently used words in both the siddur 
(prayer book) and in modern conversational Hebrew. The primary purpose of the class is 
to help adults acquire or reclaim the basic building blocks of Jewish literacy, to 
enable a fuller, deeper and more meaningful engagement with Jewish texts and 
participation in communal Jewish life. 

The class will use a Hebrew primer called “Reisheet Binah,” specifically designed for adult 
learners wishing to rapidly acquire prayer book reading skills, as part of the national 
Hebrew literacy program called Read Hebrew America/Canada developed by the National 
Jewish Outreach Program. The primer is supported by a free online learning tool 
featuring brief videos correlating to each chapter, so students can easily practice at home 
and confirm that they’re pronouncing Hebrew words correctly. The primer is also unique 
in that it introduces real Hebrew words from the beginning, especially from the siddur, so 
that students quickly master siddur passages. Upon completion of the course, students 
can then move to Level II, focusing more intensively on the most important liturgical texts 
(Shabbat services, High Holy Day Services, the Passover Haggadah). Students will also be 
well prepared to take beginning classes in modern conversational Hebrew or Biblical 
Hebrew. 

Rabbi Tracy Klirs has enjoyed an extensive career as a pulpit rabbi in congregations 
across the country, including here at Temple Israel in Charlotte. She has a wealth of 
experience as a Jewish educator including serving at the helm of a non-profit Israeli 
educational organization, Melitz America. She is a teacher, lecturer, writer, educational 
consultant, rabbi, and chaplain, and currently works independently in the Charlotte region. 
 To register, contact Talia Goldman goldmant@queens.edu  

“The Greenspon community classes deepen understanding and sparks further exploration. I 
leave each week energized and eager to learn more.” -Emily Zimmern 
 
            Co-Sponsored by the Center for Jewish Education 

Image by Chris Liu on Unsplash 

mailto:goldmant@queens.edu
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Seeing Israel through a Jewish and Christian Lens  
- - - - - 
With Rabbi Judy Schindler and Reverend Nancy Ellett-Allison  
Spring Community Course 
Wednesdays, 12:30pm-2:00pm 
February 5th through April 8th (no class on March 4) 
Cost: $180.00 for the course 
 
 
This course will explore the Holy Land through two sets of religious eyes and through the 
teachings of Scripture and interpreters through the millennia. How has the concept of Holy 
Land been used in Judaism and Christianity for better or for worse? From Bethlehem to the 
Galilee to the Dead Sea, the Jewish and Christian communities have appropriated 
narratives to bolster the foundations of their faith. Jerusalem has its own interfaith 
religious richness from the Western Wall to the First and Second Temple to the Via 
Dolorosa to the Dome of the Rock. Whether you have been to the Holy Land countless 
times, are preparing for an upcoming visit, or are only a virtual traveler, this course will 
deepen your understanding and appreciation of the land.  
 
Reverend Dr. Nancy Ellett-Allison is the Senior Minister of Holy Covenant UCC in Charlotte. 
She earned her BA from Baylor University and her MDiv and PhD from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth. A popular speaker, preacher and retreat 
leader, Nancy has written and edited for several publications, and served as Secretary of 
the Southern Conference of the UCC and a member of the board of directors.  
 
 
February 5- The Holy Land Throughout History  
February 12- Bethlehem, the Galilee and Miracles through 
Jewish and Christian Stories  
February 19- The Galilee: Northern Israel, Jewish 
Mysticism, and birth of the Christian Messiah  
February 26- Jaffa, Meggido and Mt. Tabor - Miracles and 
Transformation  
March 11 & March 18- Jerusalem- The Center of the World  
March 25- The South (Qumran, Ein Gedi, and Masada) and 
First Century Judaism and Early Christianity  
April 1- Yad Vashem- The Holocaust, Antisemitism, 
Christian Responses, Jewish Renewal, and Interfaith 
Bridgebuilding  

 
 
 
“Rabbi Judy shares her wisdom in each lively discussion. This interactive class is thought 
provoking and ultimately enlightening.” -Gwen Orland 
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The Tea* about College: Big Questions, Casual Conversations  
- - - - -  
For eleventh and twelfth graders 
(enrollment through Hebrew High in Charlotte)  
Wednesdays, January 8, January 22,  
February 7, February 19, March 11, March 25  
6:30-8:30pm  

 
Jewish Studies at Queens University of Charlotte is thrilled to be collaborating with Hebrew 
High in Charlotte and offering a six-week course on our Queens campus.  Students will have 
an opportunity to enjoy a nosh and talk with Rabbi Judy Schindler about important things 
in their lives - the "big questions" that they will confront as they journey into college and 
young adulthood: How are we seen? For whom are we responsible? How do we 
recharge? How do we disagree? Where do we feel at home? How do we grow?  
 
Our Juniors and Seniors in high school will have the opportunity to grow from hearing each 
other, from hearing the experience of Queens Hillel students (who will join us at times), 
and in gaining insights from the Jewish sages throughout the millennia.  From enjoying an 
all-you-can-eat meal in the Dining Hall to start each evening to moving our discussion to 
the hammocks, our Diversity Lounge, to the fire pit, or other diverse locations, we will 
enjoy the Queens campus. Our curriculum will utilize Hillel International’s Ask BIG 
Questions curriculum which has been implemented on college campuses across our country 
and is sure to be engaging.  

Registration information can be found at www.hebrewhigh.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Urban Dictionary definition of tea: “The best kind of gossip, typically shared between 
friends. It’s a bonding tool for people of all ages.”  
 

Photo by Green Chameleon on Unsplash 

https://hebrewhigh.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=571c172c1756b9e59b22946dc&id=e83f24c894&e=51b418414a
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At Our Table: A Shabbat and Holiday Experience 

- - - - -  
For Queens College students, faculty, staff, and all Charlotte community members 

 
Looking back on our five years since establishing Hillel on the Queens University campus, 
we realize that our most transformative moments have been around our Shabbat table.  
Inviting guests, learning from guests and from each other, sharing traditions and wisdom 
has enriched us beyond measure.   

Building upon this experience, we now offer a new Shabbat and holiday experience for our 
students and community guests.  

Each event will include the rituals that accompany the Shabbat or holiday we are 
observing, songs, community reflections, and a Shabbat or holiday meal. After the meal, a 
Hillel student will lead the group in an educational bridge building experience that 
connects the Jewish community intentionally with other minority communities at Queens. 

For further information, please contact Talli Dippold (dippoldt@queens.edu). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This series is generously funded by the Lenora Stein Community Creative Learning Grant. 
. 

 
 

“Who is wise? The one who learns from all people.” 
- Ethics of the Fathers 4:1 

 
 
 
 

      Photo by FotoRieth on Pixabay 

mailto:dippoldt@queens.edu
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?id=1806926876187096&story_fbid=2222514387961674
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?id=1806926876187096&story_fbid=2222514387961674
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Greenspon Center Interfaith Trip to Israel  
- - - - -  
Rabbi Judy Schindler, Sklut Professor of Jewish Studies, 
Reverend Nancy Ellett-Allison 
Doron Harel, Educator and Tour Guide with  
Mabat Platinum Ltd.  
Departing Tuesday, May 12, 2020 and returning 
Tuesday, May 19, 2020 
 
 
 
 
Join Rabbi Judy Schindler and Reverend Nancy Ellett-Allison on the Greenspon Center 
Interfaith Trip to Israel. The group will visit cities such as Tel Aviv, Nazareth, Bethlehem, 
and Jerusalem as well as historical and religious sites. Included in the trip’s cost are all 
hotel accommodations, some additional meals, additional services in Israel, and touring 
services. Highlights include:  
 

- A personal conversation with Ms. Doris Hiffawi, an Israeli-Arab-Palestinian-
Christian woman and her story of being married off as a teenager and growing up as 
a Christian-Arab in Jaffa.  

- Visit towns such as Nazareth and tour the Basilica of Annunciation and the Church 
of St. Joseph.  

- Enjoy a boat ride around the Sea of Galilee to Capernaum. 
- Pay a visit to the site of the transfiguration at Mt. Tabor. 
- Take part in reflection and prayer at the Western Wall and join Temple Birkat 

Shalom and Rabbi Steve Bernstein in Shabbat Services.  
- Hike through cascading waterfalls and enjoy an afternoon of R&R at a private Dead 

Sea beach and outdoor pool.  
- Attend the Sunday Service at Jerusalem Baptist Church followed by an afternoon 

spent at the Mahane Yehuda, an open-air market in Jerusalem.  
- Tour Yad Vashem, the central memorial and museum dedicated to the Holocaust.  
- Travel to Bethlehem and tour Manager Square and Church of the Nativity.  
- Visit Mount Moriah, the location where Patriarch Abraham was ready to sacrifice his 

son.  
- Learn about archeological discoveries through a tour of the Western Wall Tunnels 

leading you to the Christian Quarter of Jerusalem.  
- Visit the room of the Last Supper where it is said that Jesus had his last meal with 

his disciples.  
 
 
 

 

Photo by Anton Mislawksy on Unsplash  



 
 

 

10 

 
Wine and Wisdom Series  
- - - - -  
Cost per session: $18.00 (fees support Jewish Studies at Queens)  
Time: 5:00-6:30pm 
Location: Selwyn Pub, 2801 Selwyn Ave.  
(Please note that wine/beer is not included in the price of the session)  
RSVP to Talia Goldman at goldmant@queens.edu  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rabbi Judy Schindler invites you to come out to the Selwyn Pub for study and socializing. 
Bring a friend, grab a glass of iced tea or wine, and enjoy learning more about the Torah 
and ways in which it can touch and lift our lives.  This is a casual and relaxing event with a 
little something for everyone.  
 
Spaces are limited so sign up today!  
 
Recognizing that our fall lunch and learn community course was not an option for many, 
we are offering the content of that course during our spring semester and summer series. 
Come to one session or come to all:  
 
January 29th- All About Mussar- A Spiritual Workout 
February 26th- Humility & Patience  
March 18th- Gratitude & Compassion  
April 22nd- Equanimity & Honor  
May 6th- Simplicity & Silence  
June 3rd- Generosity & Truth  
July (TBD)- Moderation & Lovingkindness  
August (TBD)- Responsibility & Trust  
 
“My busy schedule always made it hard for me to participate in classes...but Wine and Wisdom 
provided the perfect opportunity: a casual monthly happy hour. Add an interesting topic, a 
great educator, a diverse group of people and wine and you get a winning combination!”  

-Roni Fishkin  

Photo by Photo Mix from Pixabay  
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Southern Jewish Roots:  
Inaugural Queen City Jewish Bus Tour 

- - - - -  
With Susan Jacobs, Roz Cooper, and Rabbi Judy Schindler  
Sunday, August 9, 2020     1:00pm- 4:00pm   
Departing from Queens University   
Cost: TBD 
Space is limited, includes extensive noshes- bagels, rugelach, challah, knishes and more...  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Charlotte’s 165 years of Jewish history is rich with civic leaders, business leaders, religious 
leaders, and philanthropists. As part of Queens Jewish Life’s Inaugural Southern Jewish 
Roots Queen City Jewish Bus Tour, participants will enjoy a unique, engaging, entertaining 
and educational hike through our city’s history. The experience will include a tour through 
the Hebrew Cemetery that was founded in 1867 and is rich with stories of the famous Jews 
who were buried there from the Civil War to the Civil Rights era to today. We will pass 
through historic uptown and Elizabeth and Dilworth sites that highlight Jewish historic 
contributions to our county and state and conclude our journey at Shalom Park as we 
explore the pluralistic and powerful Jewish community that thrives in Charlotte today. We 
will learn of the uniqueness of Shalom Park and its development. We will commemorate 
Holocaust memory as we learn about the more than three dozen Charlotte survivors and 
take time for reflection at the Margaret and Lou Schwartz Butterfly Garden Holocaust 
Memorial. The bus tour will conclude at the Greenspon Center. Roz Cooper and Susan 
Jacobs are esteemed Charlotte Jewish educators who have been at the helm of our Charlotte 
religious educational institutions for decades.  
 
Want to customize the tour to fit your needs? Rent out the whole 
15 passenger bus!  
 

 
Sponsored by Hotham Holmes, Helen Adams Reality  

Gravesite of Samuel 
Wittkowsky who 
arrived in Charlotte 
on July 4, 1855. He 
would serve as the 
first President of 
Charlotte’s Chamber 
of Commerce  

The Margaret & Lou 
Schwartz Butterfly 
Garden Holocaust 
Memorial, dedicated in 
2011, honors the 1.5 
million children who 
perished in the 
Holocaust.  



 
 

 

12 

 
The Jeffrey Alan Schwartz Holocaust Speakers Bureau  
- - - - -  
In memory of Jeffrey Alan Schwartz, his brother Larry Schwartz and family have 
established the Jeffrey Alan Schwartz Holocaust Speakers Bureau. This newly developed 
program will bring second and third generation descendants of Holocaust survivors into 
regional private, public, and independent schools, and community clubs and organizations 
to keep the history, messages, and lessons of the Holocaust alive. The most impactful 
experience relating to Holocaust education is hearing survivor testimonies. Sadly, as many 
of our Holocaust survivors are aging and we are losing their precious presence in this 
world, it is time for the next generation to lift and share their voices.  
 
The Stan Greenspon Center for Peace and Social Justice is proud to honor Jeff Schwartz’ 
memory through our new Holocaust Speakers Bureau program. In this time of rising 
hatred, our Holocaust and Human Rights educational programs are in high demand. Our 
second and third generation speakers will help deepen the understanding of this most 
tragic time in Jewish history with the goal of creating a generation of upstanders - who 
speak out in the face of discrimination, prejudice and hate.   

Over the past year, the Greenspon Center introduced the Heritage Testimonies® Program 
in partnership with the Museum of Jewish Heritage, A Living Memorial to the Holocaust. 
The course offered participants the opportunity to create an extensive, pedagogically 
appropriate presentation aimed at educating students of every age -- from middle 
schoolers to adults.  

The Greenspon Center is honored to be part of keeping the message of our community’s 
survivors alive for future generations, through their descendants. For more information, or 
to bring a speaker to your school or community, please contact Talli Dippold 
(dippoldt@queens.edu). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The Talmud teaches that when we quote someone who has died, their lips whisper from the 
grave.”  - Babylonian Talmud 

Photo by Josh Appel on Unsplash.com 

mailto:dippoldt@queens.edu
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One of the foundational goals of the Stan Greenspon Center is to educate and inform all 
people about the complex history of the Holocaust and how that history continues to affect 
our world today. We work diligently to provide teacher education, school programs, and 
community events to engage all ages in this topic. 

 
Educator Programs 
The Persistence of Hate: What the 2017 Unite the Right Rally 
Revealed about Contemporary Antisemitism, Facing History and 
Ourselves  

- - - - -  
With Shannon Martinez, former neo-Nazi  
January 9, 2020 – 8:30am – 3:30pm 
 
We will tackle the challenging questions: How and why does antisemitism persist in 
communities today? What can we do, individually and collectively, to confront hatred in 
our communities? Educators will be provided with in depth curricular material to 
incorporate into their lessons.  

 
Identity, Testimony, and Story: Using Echoes and IWitness to 

Explore Contemporary Antisemitism and Hate  
- - - - - 
January 31, 2020 – 8:30am – 3:30pm 
 
Teachers will learn how to use the Echoes and IWitness platform to investigate 
contemporary antisemitism, and other forms of racism and prejudice. We will explore how 
using testimony helps to personalize these issues and connect more deeply with students. 
This will be a hands-on experience that allows educators to both learn about and interact 
with the IWitness program. Facilitator Jenn Goss will tailor her presentation to the needs of 
the educators who sign-up and complete the pre-session questionnaire.  

 
Integrating Human Rights Issues Throughout the Curriculum 
Workshop 

- - - - - 
February 11, 2020 – 8:00am – 3:00pm 
 
During this full day workshop, participants will learn how to use different strategies and 
techniques to weave human rights issues into almost any curriculum while still fulfilling 
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the NC Common Core expectations. Educators will experience different classroom activities 
and leave with practical ideas to add to existing lesson plans.  

Community Programs: 
 

Holocaust Whispers: Lessons in Resilience  
- - - - - 
Teresa M. Stephens, PhD, MSN, RN, CNE  
February 5th, 2020 
Ketner Auditorium 
 
Dr. Teresa Stephens has more than 32 years of experience as a Registered Nurse, in both 
clinical and academic settings. Over the past decade, she has explored the narratives of 
Holocaust survivors to better understand what it means to be RESILIENT. Through her 
interactions with survivors and their family members, both in the U.S. and Europe, she has 
continued to expand the Stephens’ Model of Resilience and the RN P.R.E.P (Personal 
Resilience Enhancement Plan) program to include these powerful stories.  
 
Dr. Stephens is committed to the radical transformation of the culture of healthcare. She 
combines her “calling” and commitment to NEVER FORGET with her desire to share the 
lessons of her dear friends who have graciously shared personal stories of RESILIENCE. 
They are narratives from which we all can learn. 

 
 
 
Community Workshop on Antisemitism 
- - - - -   
Talli Dippold, MS in Genocide and Holocaust Studies, Gratz College  
Donna Tarney, MA in Religious Education, Loyola University, veteran teacher of History, 
Theology and the Holocaust 
Judith Schindler, MAHL  
March 16th, 6:30 – 8:30pm  
 
What is antisemitism? What are its origins? Does antisemitism today differ from its ancient 
and medieval forms? How can we best combat it? This workshop will address the challenge 
of hatred aimed at Jews today from college campuses to the streets of Paris to 
Charlottesville to the tragedy of Pittsburgh. We will explore the sources and systems of 
antisemitism from religious texts to Nazi ideology to White Nationalism today.  
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Mimi’s Matzah Ball Soup  
- - - - -  
Open to all Queens University students, faculty, and 
staff  
Cost: Free  
Location: TBD  
Time: 10:30-11:20am  
Dates: Wednesdays October 2nd, November 6th,  
January 8th, February 5th, and March 4th                                                                        Photo by Bill Staley 

 
Back by popular demand... Mimi’s famous matzo ball soup! What better way to promote 
warmth and comfort during the cold winter months and midterms/finals, than from the 
Queens University Hillel?  The inspiration behind Mimi’s Matzo Ball Soup is Patty Karro 
Gorelick (lovingly called “Mimi” by her grandchildren). Patty was a lady of great taste, 
kindness and intellect, as well as a fashion icon and a President of Queens University’s 
Learning Society. Created in her memory, the Mimi’s Matzo Ball Soup program infuses the 
Queens campus with the love, warmth, and wisdom that Mimi (Patty) shared with all those 
who were fortunate enough to know her.  
 
Made possible by generous donation from the Gorelick family  

 
“To receive matzo ball soup on campus provided two joys for me. The first joy is that it helped 
me feel at home while away from home. The second joy was seeing other people try matzo ball 
soup for the first time and realizing how great it was. Watching other people enjoy what I 
grew up with was exciting to see.” -Noah Goldman, 2019 Queens University Graduate   

 
 
Stan Greenspon Center Third Anniversary Program   
Cyber Hate: The Reality and the Response 
- - - - -  
January 2020 (TBD)  
 
Tanya Gersh, Montana victim of neo-Nazi troll storm, will share her harrowing story and a 
leading expert on cyber security will educate us on the most effective practices in 
responding to cyber hate.  In observance of International Holocaust Remembrance Day and 
the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, the Greenspon Center invites the 
community to a timely program addressing cyber hate: its devastating impact on victims of 
every age and faith and how we can protect ourselves and our families.  
 
We will celebrate our third anniversary as a Stan Greenspon Center by doing what we do 
best – educating the community about responding to hate, and enlightening participants 
about the path to achieving justice and working for human rights. 
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Abraham’s Tent: A Shared Muslim Community and Jewish 
Community Room in the Inn at Queens University 
Six Nights from January to March 2020 

- - - - -  
 

For six nights this winter, Jews and Muslims are invited to come together to provide food, shelter 

and care to approximately ten neighbors in need as part of our brand new program 

entitled Abraham's Tent: A Shared Muslim and Jewish Community Room in the Inn. As 

part of Urban Ministries Room in the Inn community, we will open our Belk Chapel one to two 

Saturdays a month from January to March to our homeless neighbors. Just as Abraham’s tent 

was open on all sides to welcome friends and strangers passing by his desert dwelling, the 

Muslim and Jewish communities want our neighbors in Charlotte to feel that spirit of 

welcome. We invite all community members to join us in providing this place of hospitality on 

the Queens Campus.  

 

In conjunction with this program, we will be creating an Abraham's Tent: Bridge Building 

Initiative.  Both prior to the start of the program and at the end of the program, we will extend 
an open invitation for a potluck dinner to any members of the Jewish community and 
Muslim community who want to expand their circles of friendship, connection, and 
community. We will also be having Abraham's Tent: Bridge Building programs at Shalom 
Park and at local mosques, for Room in the Inn volunteers and others to connect, socialize, 
and learn. 
 
To volunteer or for more information, contact Patty Torcellini at mspattyh@gmail.com or 

Bridget Cohen, bridgetcohen@yahoo.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"This will be an uplifting opportunity to expand our circles of friendship and connection not only 
with our homeless neighbors, but through the act of hospitality, we will be able to build 
friendships and connections between Jews and Muslims in Charlotte." -- Patty Torcellini 

www.freepik.com 
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Agenda 2020 
- - - - -  
Thursday, January 23, 2020 
6:30-8:00pm  
Location TBD 
 
 
 
 

What will be your New Year’s Resolution? 
 

• To create more affordable housing & sustain diverse communities? 

• To improve access to affordable healthcare? 

• To create positive outcomes for those interfacing with the criminal justice system? 

• To support our immigrant neighbors? 
• To create equitable educational opportunities in Charlotte? 

• To advocate for restorative justice 

We invite you . . .  students, community members, congregants,  
And community leaders 

 
. . . to join us as we set our 2020 Social Justice Agenda 

to achieve our goals in creating a more just society 

 
 

  

Note design by rawpixel.com/freepik 
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With Gratitude... 
- - - - -  
With incredible generosity and vision, our donors are investing in Jewish Life, Jewish 
Studies and the Stan Greenspon Center for Peace and Social Justice. Thousands of lives have 
been touched and taught through their work. A special debt of gratitude extends to Stan 
Greenspon and Lori and Eric Sklut for their generosity and to our community’s Holocaust 
survivors who inspire our work.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Founding Donors      Annual Sponsors  
 
Class of 2016       Gold Sponsors  
    
Blumenthal Foundation      Dr. Sandy and Lois Benjamin  
David Cohen        Sandy Berlin  
Clay and Deidre Grubb•      Susan Cernyak-Spatz 
        Todd and Stacy Gorelick  
        Joy Greene 

Class of 2014       Keith Greenspon  
        Lawrence Greenspon 
Don and Bobbi Bernstein•      Jake Jacobson  
Bill and Patty* Gorelick•     Michelle Lee  
Harvey and Adrienne Gossett•     Yudell Family  
Larry and Dale Polsky•  
Marc and Mattye Silverman• 

Eric and Lori Sklut•       Silver Sponsors 

       
        Irving and Lillian* Beinstock  
        Paul Brinkley  
        Marty Birnbaum & Roz Greenspon  
        Mark and Paige Cohen  
        Jon Dressler  

Sharon Harris  
        Harry and Gloria Lerner  
        Peter and Cindy Levinson  

David and Risa Miller  
        Pinnacle Financial Partners  
        Steven and Melissa Raphael  
        Larry Schwartz    
        Harry and Marilyn Swimmer  
        Sandra Weinstein  

Volkswagen of South Charlotte  
 

 
 
 
 
 

• Also give as Annual Sponsors 
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Friend Sponsors  
 

Rick Abrams & Dru Dougherty   Michael and Stephanie Abramson   Stanley and Judy August   
John and Gail Baron   Michael and Susan Blackman            Mike Boatman & Kathie 
Laurence and Tracy Brown  Stuart and Lynne Cojac    Minnon  
Michael and Patti Diamond   Jeffrey and Dana Ditesheim       Steve and Darcy Garfinkel      
Howard and Merridith Glazer   Toby Gordon        Wayne and Amy Gould 
Reid Harkey    Matthew and Bridget Harty       Ted and M.E. Hessberg 
Robert & Gaye Holmes   Elizabeth House        Florence Jaffa 
Brian and Raizel Kahn    Julie Lavitt         Eric & Judy Laxer       
Mark and Alison Lerner   Hal and Holly Levinson       Betty Little        
Ira & Natalie Malter   Gary and Karen Maniloff       Patrick McElgunn &       
Menachem & Malka Me-Zahav   Ed and Debra Pizer   Karen Scully     
Lee and Wendy Pake   Mitch and Tonda Rifkin       Leon Rutman   
Selwyn Avenue Pub   Paul Shook        Michael & Anne Sinsheimer      
Adam and Sheila Spitz   Oscar and Shana Suris        Donna Thrasher        
Bruce Wiley         Sam and Emily Zimmern  
      
*of blessed memory  
 

Supporters  
 
Mark Abrams and Iris Prandi. . . Dianne Chipps Bailey. . . Jennifer Barker. . . 
Michael and Meredith Baumstein. . . Robyn Benjamin. . . Jill Blumenthal . . . William Brightman. . . 
Kenneth Chertow. . . Howard Cohen. . . Peter and Sandra Conway. . . Ivan and Roz Cooper. . . Susan Cox. . . 
Irv and Dedee Cygler. . . Cheryl DeMaio. . . Michael and Elaine Denenberg. . . John and Talli Dippold. . . Joe 
Engel. . . Maria Fenwick. . . James Gainer and Marcia Myers. . . Jay and Marsha Gamerman. . .  
Stephanie Gitlin. . . Steven and Talia Goldman. . . Yaron and Sandra Goldman. . . Arkady Golynsky. . .  
Betty Gunz. . . Lauren Halperin. . .  Carolyn Hennes. . . Alan and Sari Hochberg. . . Joel Horwich. . .  
Jennifer Hurvitz. . . Edward and Arlene Karp. . . Irene King. . . Bob and Nancy Kipnis. . .  
Rabbi Asher Knight and Rabbi Ana Bonneheim. . . Penny Krieger. . . Sara Kulbersh. . .  
Miles and Debbie Levine. . . Billy Maddalon. . . Norman and Roberta Malter. . .  
Menachem and Malka Mezahav. . . Arthur and Elysse Nevid. . . Michael Norman. . . Jerry and Vickie 
O’Keefe. . . Paul and Gwen Orland. . . Milton and Gene Ruth Poler. . . Jane Rattree. . . Julie Rizzo. . .  
Russell and Sally Robinson. . . Steve Rogers. . . Carol Sandler. . . Michael Scharf. . . Eileen Schwartz. . . 
Frieda Schwartz. . . Joe Taylor. . . Patty Torcellini. . . Chip Wallach and Rabbi Judy Schindler. . .  
Ron and Janice Weiner. . . Sandra Weinstein. . . Robert Wolf. . . Kim and Sue Worrel. . . 
 

Foundations 
Blumenthal Foundation... Donald H. and Barbara K. Foundation... The Leon Levine Foundation... The 
Levine-Sklut Family Foundation... Marc and Mattye Silverman Family Foundation... Novant Health 
Foundation... William and Patricia Gorelick Family Foundation  

Grants  
Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte... Lenora Stein Community Creative Learning Grant... Museum of 
Jewish Heritage A Living Memorial to the Holocaust... Pinnacle Financial Partners  
 

Every gift makes a difference. To invest in our work or to learn more about Jewish Studies 
and Jewish Life at Queens and the Stan Greenspon Center for Peace and Social Justice, 
please call Talia Goldman. We would love to host you for a tour, a meal or a meeting.  

 



 
 

 

20 

Our Professional Team...  
 
Rabbi Judy Schindler, Sklut Professor of Jewish Studies, Director of the Stan Greenspon Center  
Talli Dippold, Director of Jewish Life, Associate Director of the Stan Greenspon Center  
Talia Goldman, Development and Events Coordinator  
Donna Tarney, Education Coordinator  
Rev. Dr. Willie Keaton, Social Justice Organizer  
Debbie Rabinovich, Social Justice Intern 
 

Follow us on Social Media... 
 
Facebook: Queens University Stan Greenspon Center for Peace and Social Justice  
Instagram: @stangreensponcenter    Twitter: @GreensponCenter  
Website: stangreensponcenter.org  
 
“The Jewish Studies program at Queens University . . . provides an opportunity for all students to learn 
about different aspects of Judaism through an academic lens. Studying religion in an academic 
environment enables students to learn about Judaism and other faiths with an open mind. This 
program enables Jewish students to explore Jewish history and tradition, which helps provide greater 
appreciation for their roots and heritage. This program helped me gain further appreciation for my 
faith and as a new alumnus, I am excited to see how the program will grow and where it will take 
future students.” -Noah Goldman, 2019 Queens University Graduate  

 
Tell your friend and family members looking for undergraduate or graduate academic programs 

about the close-knit Jewish Community and the dynamic Jewish Studies Program at Queens 
University. Visit www.Queens.edu to learn about all Queens has to offer.  

 
 
Jewish Studies at Queens & 
The Stan Greenspon Center for Peace and Social Justice  
Queens University of Charlotte  
1900 Selwyn Avenue  
Charlotte, NC 28274 

http://www.queens.edu/

