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Jewish Studies at Queens 
2020-2021 Program Guide 

 

Adult Education classes made possible by generous support from Joy Greene 
To register for or inquire about our programs, please visit our website, 

stangreensponcenter.org or contact Talia Goldman at goldmant@queens.edu 
 

As a Stan Greenspon Center for Peace and Social Justice team,   
our warm embrace of concern extends to all of you. We are hopeful that  

our rich array of programs will uplift your lives during these challenging times. 
COVID-safe is our aim. Hence, our programs for the near future will be offered 

virtually. We cannot wait for conditions to allow us to return to in-person 
programming, so that we can warmly welcome you back to the Queens Campus. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us, if you need support. 
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Our Professional Team...  
Rabbi Judy Schindler, Sklut Professor of Jewish Studies, Director of the Stan Greenspon Center  
Talli Dippold, Director of Jewish Life, Associate Director of the Stan Greenspon Center  
Talia Goldman, Development and Events Coordinator  
Donna Tarney, Education Coordinator  
Rev. Dr. Willie Keaton, Social Justice Organizer  
Emily Orland, Social Justice Intern 2020 
 
Follow us on Social Media... 
Facebook: Stan Greenspon Center for Peace and Social Justice  
Instagram: @stangreensponcenter Twitter: @GreensponCenter  
Website: stangreensponcenter.org  
Every gift makes a difference. To invest in our work or to learn more about Jewish Studies 
and Jewish Life at Queens and the Stan Greenspon Center for Peace and Social Justice, 
please call Talia Goldman. We would love to host you for a tour, a meal or a 
meeting...virtually, or in person.  
 
A note regarding course fees: We understand that these are difficult times. Please don’t let cost 
get in the way of participating in any of our programs. For scholarship information, please contact 
Talia Goldman, goldmant@queens.edu. 
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Jewish Studies at Queens University of Charlotte 

 
Enjoy the Days of Awe, as days of learning.  

 
Rosh Hashanah Morning Sacred Study 
“Tests in Torah & Tests in Life – The Akeidah (the binding of 
Isaac) and the Journey to Becoming our Better Selves”  
- - - - -  
Rabbi Judy Schindler 
September 19, 2020 Virtual: 9 am 
 
The text that Jews across the globe read on Rosh Hashanah opens with God testing Abraham 

calling him to sacrifice his son. Just as Abraham found himself tested in Torah, this past year has 

tested all of us. The Jewish year 5780 has been one of global trials.  We will delve into 

wellsprings of Torah and the wisdom of today. What is the test? Who is testing us? What are we 

meant to learn? (Co-sponsored with Temple Beth El) 

 

Yom Kippur Afternoon Sacred Study Kedoshim  
“Holiness & a Vision for Healing Our World”  
- - - - -  
Rabbi Judy Schindler 
September 28, 2020 Virtual: 1 pm  

 

The early liturgists of Reform Judaism chose Leviticus 19 as the Scriptural center of Yom 

Kippur afternoon.  At the heart of the holiest day of the Jewish year, the text of Kedoshim’s 

Holiness Code demands that we bring compassion and justice in our world.  Social justice is not 

just a 21st century concept. 2500 years ago, our ancestors taught that while ritual life matters, 

holiness requires economic justice, immigrant justice, environmental justice and more. Hear 

ancient sages’ voices on modern issues. (Co-sponsored with Temple Beth El) 
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Peaks and Valleys: Milestone Moments in Black-Jewish 
Relations  
 - - - - -  
Rabbi Judy Schindler, Sklut Professor of Jewish Studies with Community Leaders 
Wednesday, 12:30-2pm, Sept. 30, 2020 to Dec. 2, 2020 (no class 10/28 and 11/25) 
Virtual eight-week Fall Community Course 
Cost is $180. Materials will be provided 
CLICK HERE to register 
  
Our eight-week community course will explore the complexity of the historic relationship 
between the American Black and Jewish communities through a study of milestone moments. 
From exploring texts on race in the Hebrew Bible, to delving into the writings of Rabbi 
Abraham Joshua Heschel and Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and the records of Jewish 
NAACP leaders, we will deepen our understanding of our shared triumphs and our troubled 
times. Classes will incorporate study of source documents, chavruta - small group learning, 
mini-lectures (thirty minute reflection) by local and national scholars, and discussion. 
 

Sept. 30, 2020 - Setting the Stage for our Semester and the Psychologist’s Couch – What 
brings us together? What drives us apart? 
 

October 7, 2020 -  Race in the Hebrew Bible, Guest presenter: Dr. Rodney Sadler, Associate 
Professor of Bible and Director, Center for Social Justice and Reconciliation 
 

October 14, 2020 - Confronting our Painful Past: Slavery, Civil War, and a Monument on 
Tryon Street, Guest Presenter: Rabbi Asher Knight, Senior Rabbi, Temple Beth El 
 

October 21, 2020 - Jews and the NAACP, Guest Presenter: Minister Corine Mack, President, 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg branch of the NAACP 
 

November 4, 2020 - Jews & the Civil Right Era: From Mississippi to Alabama, from Chicago 
to Washington 
 

Nov. 11, 2020 - Black Power, Jewish Politics, Guest Presenter: Dr. Marc Dollinger, Richard & 
Rhoda Goldman Chair in Jewish Studies & Social Responsibility at San Francisco State Univ. 
 

November 18, 2020 -  The Crown Heights Race Riots, the Rebbe & Mayor Dinkins, Guest 
Presenter: Rabbi Yossi Groner, Rabbi & Spiritual Leader, Congregation Ohr HaTorah 
 

December 2, 2020 - Racial Justice & Black Lives Matter Today: Where Will You Stand and 
Why? 
 

 
“Rabbi Judy shares her wisdom in each lively discussion.  

This interactive class is thought provoking and ultimately enlightening.” -Gwen Orland 

https://connect.queens.edu/attend/milestonemomentsinblackjewishrelations
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Beyond Oy Vey - Beginning Yiddish With Reb Tzaytl 
- - - - - 
Did you fall in love with Shtisel? 
Do you get all farklempt when you hear Bai Mir Bistu Shein?  
Do you kvell when you hear Anderson Cooper say chutzpah?  
Do you dream of having a whole conversation with Mel Brooks 
or Mayim Bialik in Mame-Loshn (Yiddish)?   
 
It’s time to learn to speak Yiddish with local Yiddish mayven, Reb 
Tzaytl (AKA Rabbi Tracy Klirs)! Using a combination of an 
interactive online program, games, music and Yiddish proverbs, 
curses and insults, Beyond Oy Vey will help you farshtey dozens 
of Yiddish words and expressions, and maybe even speak 
enough to make your Bubbe’s Bubbe plotz fun nakhes!! So, nu, 
what are you waiting for already? 
 
Please join us for a virtual lunch-and-learn on Tuesdays from 
noon to 1 pm Oct. 6 – Dec. 29. 
Cost is $180 and material will be provided.  
To Register, CLICK HERE  
If you have any questions, please contact Talli Dippold, dippoldt@queens.edu.  
 

“Rabbi Klirs, I just wanted to let you know how much I am enjoying Hebrew class. I feel the 

pace and the support you give is phenomenal! I know the class may have moved slower than 

desired but I am actually learning (retaining) Hebrew. I love the history and the rich stories 

you provide. Your method of teaching Hebrew is so well rounded! I look forward to part 2 of 

your class! Thanks again for your patience and energy!” -- Ginger Brock 

 

 
 
  

https://connect.queens.edu/attend/BeyondOYVEY
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Southern Jewish Roots: Queen City Jewish Heritage Tour 
- - - - -  
With Susan Jacobs, Roz Cooper, and Rabbi Judy Schindler  
October 25, 2020, 1 to 4 pm and by appointment for small groups 
Departing from Queens University  
Space is limited, includes extensive noshes- bagels, rugelach, challah, knishes 
and more... 

Inaugural trip is sponsored by Christine Hotham  
of Helen Adams Realty 

 
Hear stories that can’t be found in history books, and personal gems of wisdom in the 

voices of our community's founders, builders, and philanthropists.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Charlotte’s 165 years of Jewish history is rich with civic leaders, business leaders, religious 
leaders, and philanthropists. As part of Queens Jewish Life’s Inaugural Southern Jewish 
Roots Queen City Jewish Heritage Tour, participants will enjoy a unique, engaging, 
entertaining and educational hike through our city’s history. The experience will include a 
tour through the Hebrew Cemetery that was founded in 1867 and is rich with stories of the 
famous Jews who were buried there from the Civil War to the Civil Rights era to today. We 
will pass through historic uptown and Elizabeth and Dilworth sites that highlight Jewish 
historic contributions to our county and state and conclude our journey at Shalom Park as 
we explore the pluralistic and powerful Jewish community that thrives in Charlotte today. 
We will learn of the uniqueness of Shalom Park and its development. We will 
commemorate Holocaust memory as we learn about the more than three dozen Charlotte 
survivors and take time for reflection at the Margaret and Lou Schwartz Butterfly Garden 
Holocaust Memorial. The tour will conclude at the Greenspon Center.  
 
Roz Cooper and Susan Jacobs are esteemed Charlotte Jewish educators who have been at 
the helm of our Charlotte religious educational institutions for decades.  
 

Want to customize the tour to fit your needs? 
Contact the Greenspon Center to arrange a tour. 

 

Gravesite of Samuel 
Wittkowsky who 
arrived in Charlotte on 
July 4, 1855. He would 
serve as the first 
President of 
Charlotte’s Chamber of 
Commerce  

The Margaret & Lou 
Schwartz Butterfly 
Garden Holocaust 
Memorial, dedicated in 
2011, honors the 1.5 
million children who 
perished in the 
Holocaust.  
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The Tea* about College: Big Questions, Casual Conversations  

- - - - -  
For eleventh and twelfth graders, 
continuation from last year 
(enrollment through Hebrew High in 
Charlotte)  
January 6, 20, 27, 2021 
February 3, 10, 24, 2021 
 

Jewish Studies at Queens University is thrilled to 
collaborate with Hebrew High in Charlotte and offer a six-week course. Students will have 
an opportunity to enjoy a nosh and talk with Rabbi Judy Schindler about important things 
in their lives - the "big questions" that they will confront as they journey into college and 
young adulthood: How are we seen? For whom are we responsible? How do we 
recharge? How do we disagree? Where do we feel at home? How do we grow? We will also 
cover contemporary issues such as a post election discussion and racial justice.  
 

Our Juniors and Seniors in high school will have the opportunity to grow from hearing each 
other, from hearing the experience of Queens Hillel students (who will join us at times), 
and in gaining insights from the Jewish sages throughout the millennia.  Our curriculum 
will utilize Hillel International’s Ask BIG Questions curriculum which has been implemented 
on US college campuses and is sure to be engaging. Info can be found 
at www.hebrewhigh.org. 

                      

*Urban Dictionary definition of tea: “The best kind of gossip, typically shared between 
friends. It’s a bonding tool for people of all ages.” 
 

Wine and Wisdom Mid-Week Midrash Winter/Spring Series  
- - - - -  
Cost per session: Please consider becoming a member of our circle of supporters at any 
cost that is comfortable to you (fees support Jewish Studies at Queens)  
Time: Third Wednesday of every month from 5-6 pm starting January 20, 2021 
Location: Virtual or Selwyn Pub, 2801 Selwyn Ave. 
RSVP to Talia Goldman at goldmant@queens.edu  
 
Rabbi Judy Schindler invites you to come out to the Selwyn Pub or come online for study & 
socializing. Bring a friend, grab a glass of iced tea or wine, and enjoy learning more about 
the Torah and ways in which it can touch and lift our lives.  This is a casual and relaxing 
event with a little something for everyone.  Come to one session or come to all. 
 
“My busy schedule always made it hard for me to participate in classes, but Wine & Wisdom 
provided the perfect opportunity: a casual monthly happy hour. Add an interesting topic, a 
great educator, a diverse group of people and wine and you get a winning combination!”  

-Roni Fishkin  

https://hebrewhigh.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=571c172c1756b9e59b22946dc&id=e83f24c894&e=51b418414a
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An Exploration of Jewish Peoplehood through Film and 
Literature 
- - - - -  
Rabbi Judy Schindler, Sklut Professor of Jewish Studies 
Talli Dippold, Associate Director, Stan Greenspon Center 
Wednesdays afternoons, 12:30-2:00pm  
Eight-week Fall Community Course 

We learn about Judaism not only through experiencing what happens inside synagogues or 

reading Jewish Scripture, we learn about Judaism through culture which is creatively captured in 

film, poetry, and literature. From exploring Jewish identity to Jewish culinary arts and from 

viewing cinematic images of Jewish mothers to exploring the struggles of assimilation, we can 

learn about the deeper meaning of Jewish peoplehood. Join us to broaden your understanding of 

Judaism and of the Jewish people while enjoying film, literature, poetry, and even Jewish humor.  

Wednesday, January 20, 2020 - An Introduction to Jewish Peoplehood - Who is a Jew? How 

do Jews identify themselves? (Films: The Tribe, Gefilte Fish, I am Jewish spoken word) 

Wednesday, January 27, 2020 - Ties to the Bible – What is Torah? What is artistic license? 

(Films: The Ten Commandments, Prince of Egypt, Joseph & the Technicolor Dreamcoat) 

Wednesday, February 3, 2020 - Jews and Civil Rights (Driving Miss Daisy, Mississippi 

Burning, From Swastika to Jim Crow)  

Wednesday, February 10, 2020 - America and the Great Melting Pot – the challenges of 

integration and assimilation for American Jews (Crossing Delancey) 

Wednesday, February 17, 2020 - Always Controversial - the Holocaust in American film and 

Television (The Holocaust, Jo Jo Rabbit, Amazon’s Hunters) 

Wednesday, February 24, 2020 - Jewish mothers, Jewish daughters, & Jewish scholars: The 

Roles of Jewish Women in Film and Television  - (Films: In the Footsteps of Regina Jonas, 

Yentl, the Women’s Balcony) 

Wednesday, March 3, 2020 - Jewish Humor and Making Fun of Ourselves: Where do we 

Draw the Line?  – Woody Allen, Joan Rivers, Jerry Seinfeld, and more. 

Wednesday, March 17, 2020 - Israel through an American Entertainment Lens – From 

Netflix series to Hollywood and from Fauda to the Raid on Entebbe, how does an American lens 

hurt Israel and how does it help? 

“The Greenspon community classes deepen understanding and sparks further exploration. I 
leave each week energized and eager to learn more.” -Emily Zimmern 
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Holocaust and Human Rights Education 
 

One of the foundational missions of the Stan Greenspon Center is to educate and inform all 
people about the complex history of the Holocaust and how that history continues to affect 
our world today. We work diligently to provide teacher education, school programs, and 
community events to engage all ages in this topic. 
 
Educator Programs 

- - - - -  
Centropa: Holocaust, History, Digital Literacy and the Global Classroom 
Led by Lauren Granite, Centropa’s US Education Director 
Four Sessions: Sept 15, Oct 13, Nov 10, Dec 8   Virtual: 7:30-8:30pm  
 
Centropa (www.centropa.org) offers free educational resources based on their interviews 
with 1,200 elderly Jews in Central and Eastern European countries. This series will 
introduce you to their interviews, photographs, and short films, and include classroom 
lessons presented by teachers. Topic: September: Introduction to Centropa; October: 
Kristallnacht/Kindertransport; November: Holocaust in Hungary; December: Sephardic 
Jews of the Balkans. To register CLICK HERE. 

 
Women of the Resistance: Fierce Females  
Led by Sheryl Ochayon from Yad Vashem 
September 22, 2020   Virtual: 12:00 - 1:00pm 
 
Women were often at the very heart of resistance, whether spiritual, cultural, or armed. We 
will focus on the role of women, especially the part they played in armed resistance. This 
story has largely remained in the shadows or, perhaps, been overshadowed by the stories 
of armed resistance in the ghettos of Europe. Yet it is a story of incredible bravery exhibited 
by a group of Jewish girls and women. We will tell their stories. To register CLICK HERE. 

 
White Fragility: Why it’s so Hard for White People to Talk about Racism: 
Book Study for Educators 
October 1 and 15, 2020   Virtual: 7:00 - 8:00pm 
 
Racial tensions have always existed in our society. Students, teachers, staff, and 
administrators bring personal experiences, biases, and prejudices to the school building 
every day and the results shape the environment in which we teach and students learn. 
Although we know this, we do not talk about it. This book study will help explain why that 
is and begin an honest conversation. Participants will explore the book with a dual focus: 
personal growth and applying the book’s lessons to the classroom and school communities.  
To register CLICK HERE. 

 

http://www.centropa.org/
https://forms.gle/4Zy6SUdL9WGFbHpFA
https://forms.gle/hGW358xRUe64kaNMA
https://forms.gle/135mPszQHzdekwPf7
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Navigating Bias and Prejudice in the Classroom 
Facilitated by Donna Tarney 
Four dates: October 14, November 10, 2020, January 20, or February 17, 2021 
Virtual: 12:00 - 1:30pm or 3:00 - 4:30pm 
 

During this 90-minute, interactive webinar, participants will learn how to recognize bias 
and prejudice in themselves and their students. We will explore how these ideas lead to 
behaviors that hurt others and disrupt learning. Participants will practice the use of 
questioning and reflective listening to diffuse tension in the classroom as well as work 
through situations that arise in the classroom. To register CLICK HERE.  

 

Choices Matter: Complicity and Action During the Holocaust 
Led by Jenn Goss, Echoes and Reflections Facilitator 
Three-Session Webinar - October 19, 20, and 21, 2020   Virtual: 3:30-4:30pm 
 

History is often presented as a story of events, with characters playing out the same story 
as if following a script. When we look more closely, however, we begin to see that the story, 
the events, the outcomes, were shaped by individual choices. During this webinar, we will 
look at the role of choice in the Holocaust as well as the significance of our choices today.  
To register CLICK HERE.  

 
Caring for Yourself - Talli Dippold & Jennifer Lemberg 
Led by Talli Dippold, Greenspon Center, and Jennifer Lemberg, The Olga Lengyel Institute 
November 6, 2020   Virtual: 12:00-1:00pm - lunch and learn 
 
In these stress-filled times, educators carry a double load. They carry personal stress and 
worry about their students’ success and well-being. This webinar is designed to help lift 
some of that burden. Join Talli Dippold and Jennifer Lemberg as they share simple ways to 
care for yourself during traumatic times. To register CLICK HERE. 

 
Yahad in Unum Online Session 
Dates TBD 
Yahad – In Unum (“Together in One” in Hebrew and Latin) is a Paris-based non-profit 
organization established in 2004 by Father Patrick Desbois. They are dedicated to 
systematically identifying and documenting sites of mass executions committed against the 
Jews and Roma in Eastern Europe. Since it was founded, the association has conducted 175 
research trips in eleven Eastern European countries, collected 7,000 eyewitness 
testimonies of the mass shootings, and identified more than 2,900 extermination sites. This 
session will explore those testimonies with guidance on how to use the resources in your 
classroom.  
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4yXW1m2Z19j6KTSfFzlomILr6taNiflh0oVXZXqueSG8l2g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4JcAz0lDaGb_CMYtcVyBVMm8Q5dltXFPnxDmMkyieydUQQg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScOlsdyd_dOqblkf_6Ww8E0qTopbT-5_gSdhFo8nIi-T5RDhg/viewform
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Stamped: Racism, Anti-racism, and You: Book Study for Educators 
Led by Donna Tarney and Guest Facilitator 
January 7, 2021   Virtual: 7:00 - 8:00pm 
 

This book is a “remix” of Ibram X. Kendi’s book, Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive 
History of Racist Ideas in America, written by Kendi and Jason Reynolds for middle school 
and high school aged students. Easy to read, filled with both humor and challenging truths, 
this book is perfect for people of all ages who want to understand our country’s history and 
work to change the future. We will read through the book together with an eye to bringing 
all or parts of it to our classrooms. To register CLICK HERE.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jim Crow and the Nuremberg Laws: The Relationship Between 
Institutionalized Discrimination in the U.S. and the Beginnings of the 
‘Final Solution’ 
Donna Tarney and Doyle Stevik 
A two-session series: February 5 and 12, 2021  Virtual: 3:30 - 4:30pm 
 

As the Nazi government was designing policies regarding the Jews, Adolph Hitler spent 
time and money researching how other nations segregated their populations. Although 
several countries had established successful policies and practices to keep their white and 
non-white populations separate and unequal, the U.S. stood above the rest. During this two-
session webinar, we will explore ways in which the Jim Crow Laws provided inspiration 
and lessons for the Nazis as they moved to legalize discrimination against the Jews in 
Germany. Participants will interact with material and come away with virtual classroom-
ready lessons. To Register CLICK HERE.  

 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25898216-stamped-from-the-beginning
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25898216-stamped-from-the-beginning
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOpXiM-zPtn30bh9WeB5ws4WMhzzotE7PwbCPnLoaf4MCsNQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScPBCifzTUJAILH-7HYPrZtH6o3hyNXR_6OSi4AsaHWDbEH1g/viewform
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Community Programs 

 
Holocaust Whispers: Lessons in Resilience for These 
Challenging Times 
- - - - -  
Teresa M. Stephens, PhD, MSN, RN, CNE  
October 8, 2020   Virtual: 6:00 - 7:00pm 
 
Dr. Teresa Stephens has more than 32 years of experience as a Registered Nurse, in both 
clinical and academic settings. Over the past decade, she has explored the narratives of 
Holocaust survivors to better understand what it means to be RESILIENT. Through her 
interactions with survivors and their family members, both in the U.S. and Europe, she has 
continued to expand the Stephens’ Model of Resilience and the RN P.R.E.P (Personal 
Resilience Enhancement Plan) program to include these powerful stories. CLICK HERE to 
register. 
 

Save the Date: Responding to Cyberhate in the Age of 
Technology 
- - - - -   
Thursday, February 4, 6:30 pm 
Join us to hear the riveting story of Whitefish Montana resident, Tanya Gersh, who fought 
back in the face of a neo-Nazi troll storm. She shares her story of courage in the face of evil 
to help others see that there is hope, even during the darkest times. CLICK HERE to register 

 
Nostra Aetate: the Past, the Present, the Future 
Belmont Abbey Program 
- - - - -   
Date TBD, Spring 2021 
 
Fifty-five years after it was issued by the Vatican, the Vatican Council II document Nostra 
Aetate still shines brightly as a model for repudiating past hatreds, building reconciliation, 
and promoting peaceful futures. With its focus on dismantling hundreds of years of 
antisemitism and building connections between the Catholic Church and other religious 
traditions, Nostra Aetate still shines brightly against the darkness of global antisemitism, 
persistent Islamophobia, and intolerance of all kinds. 
 
Under the auspices of Belmont Abbey College, diverse community leaders are organizing a 
free community education program on Nostra Aetate for residents of the two-state 
Metrolina Region.  

https://forms.gle/MMr8Uu9LQ2TJ6xte6
https://forms.gle/CF5xAYuwhENbfKNA9
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In-School Holocaust & Human Rights Programs 
 

The Greenspon Center can come to you! 
 

Becoming One Human Family (BOHF) 
- - - - -  
BOHF was created to help middle and high school students explore the consequences of 
prejudice and discrimination in our society and to equip them to effectively combat 
injustice in their spheres of influence. The program provides engaging and active learning 
to middle and high school aged youth throughout North and South Carolina. Through 
personal stories, art, music, and literature from or related to the Holocaust, students 
explore larger human rights issues such as: identity, bias, respect, and courage. We train 
school educators to facilitate the program or provide facilitators so teachers can learn 
alongside their students. Becoming One Human Family is a customizable full-day, half-day, 
or multi-day on-site program offered free of charge.  
 
Special thanks to the Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte whose generosity enables us to 
offer Becoming One Human Family free of charge. 
 

The Jeffrey Alan Schwartz Virtual Holocaust Speakers 
Bureau  
- - - - -  
In memory of Jeffrey Alan Schwartz, his brother Larry Schwartz and family have 
established the Jeffrey Alan Schwartz Holocaust Speakers Bureau. This program will 
virtually bring second and third generation descendants of Holocaust survivors into 
regional private, public, and independent schools, and community clubs and organizations 
to keep the history, messages, and lessons of the Holocaust alive. The most impactful 
experience relating to Holocaust education is hearing survivor testimonies. Sadly, as many 
of our Holocaust survivors are aging and we are losing their precious presence in this 
world, it is time for the next generation to lift and share their voices. The Greenspon Center 
is honored to be part of keeping the message of our community’s survivors alive for future 
generations, through their descendants.  
 

If you know of a school that would benefit from either 
the Becoming One Human Family program or the 

Speakers Bureau, please let us know. 
 

 
“When we quote someone who has died, 

their lips whisper from the grave.”   
Babylonian Talmud  

 

Image by Mike on Unsplash.com 
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Social Justice Education and Advocacy 

- - - - -  
Tuesday Teach-Ins 
 
The Greenspon Center is committed to restorative justice in Charlotte. To learn more about 
how you can be part of the transformative change needed to right historical wrongs, 
register to attend one of our monthly Tuesday Virtual Teach-Ins. Co-hosted by the 
Greenspon Center and  Restorative Justice CLT, each session offers a variety of community 
speakers; from African American preachers and community leaders to grassroots 
organizers to legislative experts who have drafted resolutions that call for and enact 
change.  
 
Stamped: Racism, Anti-racism, and You Book Study with Donna Tarney 
Wednesday, October 7    Virtual: 6:30-8:00pm 
 

This book is a remix of Ibram X. Kendi’s book, Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive 
History of Racist Ideas in America, written by Kendi and Jason Reynolds. Easy to read, filled 
with both humor and challenging truths, this book is perfect for people of all ages who 
want to understand our country’s racial history and work to change the future. Participants 
will receive a reading guide before the discussion session. CLICK HERE to register.  

 
So You Want to Talk About Race: Book Study and Advocacy Workshop 
Two session series: Mondays, November 9 and 16, 2020    Virtual:  6:30-7:30pm  
 

This book is for all people who wish to not only understand racism, but how to disrupt and 
dismantle the systems that support continued racism in our communities. This group is for 
those beginning their journey into this topic as well as those who are are further along the 
path. Basically, it is for everyone. As the author of this book, Ijeoma Oluo, writes: “Systemic 
racism is a machine that runs whether we pull the levers or not, and by just letting it be, we 
are responsible for what it produces. We have to actually dismantle the machine if we want 
to make change.” CLICK HERE to register. 

 
Me and White Supremacy: Book Study and Discussion Circles 
December 2020 through January 2021, Dates and times TBD based on participant 
preference 
 

You’ve learned about the racial inequity built into the systems of our country. You have the 
desire to bring about change. What do you do next? Take a 28-day challenge to change 
yourself in order to change your community. To help you along in this process, the 
Greenspon Center will offer several small group discussions related to the personal work 
participants will do while reading through this book.   

Please contact Donna Tarney to register for a discussion group: tarneyd@queens.edu 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25898216-stamped-from-the-beginning
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25898216-stamped-from-the-beginning
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQy0QFgKk990olt7twzfXmnLv2f_-gadFAX2SNEL5eBt0Jbw/viewform
https://forms.gle/CF5xAYuwhENbfKNA9
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Queens University 2020 Preyer Virtual Lecture Series: 
“History for our Time” 
- - - - -  
The Preyer Lecture was established in 2015 by Emeritus Professor of History Dr. Norris Preyer 
and his wife, Caroline Preyer with a mission to bring exciting new historical scholarship to our 
campus community, to introduce our history students to active historians willing to share their 
research and writing methodologies, and to engage the wider Charlotte community in dialogue 
about the past and present world.   

Monday, Sept. 7 7:15-8:30 pm, Public Lecture and Q&A Dr. Cindy Ermus, History in the 
Time of COVID: Reflections on the 1720 Plague of Provence Dr. Cindy Ermus is Assistant 
Professor of History at the University of Texas at San Antonio, where she teaches courses on 
early modern Europe, the history of disasters, and the Age of Revolutions. Her work has been 
featured in the Washington Post, The Atlantic, Stat News, the Miami Herald, and El Nuevo Herald, 
and she has been a guest on BBC World News, Univisión, Al-Jazeera, and others.  She is also co-
founder, executive editor, and contributor for the digital academic publication, Age of 
Revolutions (www.ageofrevolutions.com).  In her talk, “History in the Time of Covid,” Dr. Ermus 
will share her current research on the Plague of Provence of 1720 (“Great Plague of Marseille”), 
one of the last outbreaks of plague in Western Europe, with a special focus on its relevance to 
the current public health crisis. 

Monday, Oct. 19 7:15-8:30 pm, Public Lecture and Q&A 
Dr. Robert Greene, Martin Luther King, Jr. and a Black Usable Past Dr. Robert Greene II is 
an Assistant Professor of History in the Department of Humanities at Claflin University. Dr. 
Greene’s dissertation, The Newest South: African Americans, the Democratic Party, and Southern 
Politics, 1964-1994 covers the intersection of race and politics in the post-Civil Rights era. Dr. 
Greene will discuss how Martin Luther King, Jr. and other members of the Civil Rights 
Movement used every tool at their disposal to fight for Black freedom in the mid 20th century. 
Among those tools was the power of history—both to galvanize people for the fight against 
oppression, and to provide ideological examples of their goals.  

Monday, Nov. 9 7:15-8:30 pm, Public Lecture and Q&A 
LaRae Umfleet, Chief of Collections Management for the NC Dept. of Cultural Resources. 
She holds a B.A. in history from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and an M.A. in 
history from East Carolina University. Umfleet served as the Principal Researcher for North 
Carolina’s 1898 Wilmington Race Riot Report, and is the author of A Day of Blood: The 1898 
Wilmington Race Riot, UNC Press, Revised Edition, 2020.  Dr. Umfleet’s talk will discuss the 
actions that precipitated the coup, the details of what happened in Wilmington on November 
10, 1898, and the long-term impact of that day in both North Carolina and across the nation.   

To register and for more information, visit Queens Events: https://calendar.queens.edu/event/history-

for-our-time#.XyiWOChKg2w 

 
 

http://www.ageofrevolutions.com/
https://calendar.queens.edu/event/history-for-our-time#.XyiWOChKg2w
https://calendar.queens.edu/event/history-for-our-time#.XyiWOChKg2w
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Abraham’s Tent: A Shared Muslim Community and Jewish 
Community Room in the Inn at Queens University 
- - - - -  
Our inaugural year of Abraham’s Tent was a huge success. For five nights this past winter, 
Jews and Muslims came together to provide food, shelter and community. Just as 
Abraham’s tent was open on all sides to welcome friends and strangers passing by his 
desert dwelling, the Muslim and Jewish communities want our neighbors in Charlotte to 
feel that spirit of welcome.   
 
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 we are not able to offer the program in the fall at Queens 
University. However, we plan on continuing once it is safe to do so. We will keep you 
informed on opportunities to support our neighbors with food and other resources.   
 

Our Just ART Program 
- - - - -  
A Just ARTist is one who uses their art, their voice, and/or their personal time to make a 
positive difference in our community. Each month, the Greenspon Center highlights a Just 
ARTist and showcases their artwork. 

Any purchase you make will support the Just ARTist and a portion of the proceeds will go 
to the Greenspon Center, advancing our mission of social justice advocacy. To see this 
month’s artists, please visit https://www.stangreensponcenter.org/just-art/. A huge thank 
you to our first two ARTists, Corolla Swimmer and Stu Cojac. 

 
Agenda 2021 
- - - - -  
Thursday, January 21, 2021 
6:30-8 pm  
Virtual or live 

 
What will be your New Year’s Resolution? 

To right deeply rooted racist policies in Charlotte? To 
expand affordable housing? To create positive outcomes 
for those interfacing with the criminal justice system? 
To support our immigrant neighbors? To create 
equitable educational opportunities in Charlotte? To 
advocate for restorative justice? 
 
We invite you as students, community members, 
congregants, and community leaders... to join us as we 

set our 2021 Social Justice Agenda to achieve our goals in creating a more just society. 
 

Note design by rawpixel.com/freepik 

https://www.stangreensponcenter.org/just-art/
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Jewish Life/Hillel at Queens University 

Students, staff and faculty celebrate simple and sacred time together marking Jewish holidays 

and Shabbat, simply hanging out (Sushi Shabbat lunch, bowling, Sunday Morning Beit 

Starbucks, etc.) and creating multicultural programs in partnership with other organizations (Soul 

Food Shabbat, etc.). 

With the support of Jewish Life Director Talli and our own Rabbi Judy, Hillel is a nurturing 

“home-away-from-home” family and we look forward to welcoming new students. The Queens 

Jewish Life Program aims to engage the Queens community of all faiths in Jewish cultural, 

holiday and educational events and supports involvement in the interfaith fabric of Queens 

through dialogues and interfaith programs. 

 

Charlotte College Connection Virtual High Holiday Worship 
Experiences 

- - - - -  
Rosh Hashanah & New Beginnings Closing the Gates of Yom Kippur  
Friday, September 18, 2020    Monday, September 28, 2020  

5  – 6 pm RingCentral     5  – 6 pm RingCentral                                           
 

Connect with other Charlotte college age young adults for creative High Holiday 
experiences with Rabbi Schindler, musician Patty Torcellini and artist Betsy Rosen. Relate 
what’s happening on campus to this Jewish sacred time. From racial justice to COVID-19 to 
simply getting our lives on track and staying balanced and healthy, how can the themes of 
the High Holidays speak to our lives? This program is sponsored by Jewish Life at Queens 
University, Belk Chapel, Hillel at UNC – Charlotte, Johnson C. Smith University, and Temple 
Beth El. To receive the zoom link or if you know a college-aged student who’d like to take 
part in it (or to whom you’d like us to send an invitation), contact dippoldt@queens.edu. 
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Color our Sacred Times: Queens Jewish Life Celebrations 
- - - - -  
For Queens University students, faculty, staff, and all Charlotte community members 

 
Image by Emily Orland 

 

As Jewish Life at Queens University of Charlotte reflects upon our most meaningful 
encounters through Hillel, we recognize the importance of our sacred times in the life of 
students. The best moments have occurred when we bring together students and members 
of the greater Charlotte community. This year, we hope to offer a new way to accomplish 
this goal. We learned this past year, that confronting the limitations created by COVID-19 
generated opportunities for us to expand our reach virtually and create new doorways to 
Jewish life, study, and celebration.  
 

Color our Sacred Times Holiday Experiences 
For these five holidays: Sukkot, Hanukkah, Tu Bishvat, Purim, and a Shabbat evening celebration,  
Queens’ Hillel will host a program for students and the greater Charlotte community that integrates 
a creative component in keeping with the spirit of the holiday. From candle making at Chanukah to 
a virtual Tu Bishvat seder where we will enjoy the fruits of Israel, join us to color and brighten your 
Jewish holidays. 
 

Sacred Colors: A Jewish Holiday Coloring Book (recommended ages from 0-120) 
Our adult coloring books will offer you a way to reduce stress and awaken creativity, as well as 
learn about ten Jewish holidays. Illustrated by our 2020 summer intern, Emily Orland, with 
spiritual insights from Rabbi Judy. All proceeds go to Jewish Studies at Queens University of 
Charlotte. This series is generously funded by the Lenora Stein Community Creative Learning Grant. 
For further information, to purchase coloring books for yourself and friends, or to join our events, 
please contact Talia Goldman (goldmant@queens.edu). 
 

“Who is wise? The one who learns from all people.” Ethics of the Fathers 4:1 

mailto:goldmant@queens.edu
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Mimi’s Matzah Ball Soup sponsored by the Gorelick Family 
- - - - -  
Open to all Queens University students, 
faculty, and staff  
Cost: Free  
Dates: TBD - delivery to students,  
faculty, staff, and friends 
Made possible by generous donation from the  
Gorelick family                                                    

       Photo by Bill Staley 
          

Back by popular demand... Mimi’s famous matzo ball soup! What better way to promote 
warmth and comfort during the cold winter months and midterms/finals, than from the 
Queens University Hillel?  The inspiration behind Mimi’s Matzo Ball Soup is Patty Karro 
Gorelick (lovingly called “Mimi” by her grandchildren). Patty was a lady of great taste, 
kindness and intellect, as well as a fashion icon and a President of Queens University’s 
Learning Society. Created in her memory, the Mimi’s Matzo Ball Soup program infuses the 
Queens campus with the love, warmth, and wisdom that Mimi (Patty) shared with all those 
who were fortunate enough to know her.  
 
 
“To receive matzo ball soup on campus provided two joys for me. The first joy is that it helped 
me feel at home while away from home. The second joy was seeing other people try matzo ball 
soup for the first time and realizing how great it was. Watching other people enjoy what I 
grew up with was exciting to see.” -Noah Goldman, 2019 Queens University Graduate   
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TGIF Queens University of Charlotte Hillel Challah Giveaway 
sponsored by Marty Birnbaum and Roz Greenspon 
- - - - -  
Open to all Queens University students, faculty, and staff  
Cost: Free 
           
Dates: TBD - delivery to students, faculty, staff, and friends 
Made possible by generous donation from Marty Birnbaum  
and Roz Greenspon         

There is a well-known saying that the way to a man's heart is 
through his stomach. Well, here at Queens University, we say it a 
slightly different way: 

The way to a Hillel college student’s heart is through the stomach! 

Six times a year, the Hillel students will be giving away between 50-100 individual challot 
to students, faculty and staff.  A simple explanation of Shabbat will go with each challah, 
and we will host a mini “Shabbat celebration” with music and a place to sit and take a break 
from the busy day. 

Our students love food that reminds them of home, and they love traditions. We are sure 
that the challah giveaway will become one of those traditions they talk about with love long 
after they graduate. We are so grateful to Marty and Roz for supporting this new Queens 
Hillel tradition! 
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Celebrating Our Stan Greenspon Center 
 
Stan Greenspon Center Fourth Anniversary Program: The 
Music of Our Work - A Celebration of Who We Are 
You are invited to a virtual festival of song and spoken word to mark our fourth year of 
education and advocacy in Charlotte and beyond. We are assembling a stellar lineup of 
musicians from all over Charlotte to highlight our work and vision. 
 
The evening will include recognizing the first recipient of the Stan Greenspon Upstander of 
the Year Award.  
Winter 2021, Stay tuned for more information… 
 

- - - - -  

“I Danced for the Angel of Death, The Dr. Edith Eva Eger 
Story” 

We are thrilled to partner with the Holocaust 
Education Film Foundation on the production 
of their latest documentary, “I Danced for the 
Angel of Death, The Dr. Edith Eva Eger Story.” 

We are honored to have been selected to 
create the accompanying education guide for 
middle and high school students; the first of its 
kind for the Foundation, and a mandate for all 
their documentaries moving forward. 

 
 

Peaceful Pause Programs 
- - - - -  
Ongoing: Wednesdays, 5 pm  
Posted on our Facebook Page: Stan Greenspon Center for Peace and Social Justice 
 
During this challenging time of facing COVID-19 and its global, local and personal impact, 
we offer a weekly program to share messages and teachings of optimism and hope. From 
guest authors to musicians to spoken poets, please enjoy these programs to help you find 
emotional and spiritual balance and maintain a positive outlook in these times of tumult. 
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With Gratitude... 
- - - - -  
With incredible generosity and vision, our donors are investing in Jewish Life, Jewish 
Studies, and the Stan Greenspon Center for Peace and Social Justice. Thousands of lives 
have been touched and taught through their work. A special debt of gratitude extends to 
Stan Greenspon and Lori and Eric Sklut for their generosity and to our community’s 
Holocaust survivors who inspire our work.                                               
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Founding Donors Annual Sponsors  
 
Founding Donors Class of 2016    Gold Sponsors  
Blumenthal Foundation      Bank of America 
David Cohen        Dr. Sandy and Lois Benjamin 
Clay and Deidre Grubb•      Sandy Berlin 
        Susan Cernyak-Spatz* 
        Todd and Stacy Gorelick  

Founding Donors Class of 2014    Joy Greene 
Don and Bobbi Bernstein•      Keith Greenspon 
Bill and Patty* Gorelick•     Lawrence Greenspon 
Harvey and Adrienne Gossett•     Jake Jacobson 
Larry and Dale Polsky•       Michelle Lee  
Marc and Mattye Silverman•     Yudell Family  
Eric and Lori Sklut•  
  

   
        Silver Sponsors 

Circle of Supporters      Irving and Lillian* Beinstock  
Suly Chenkin       Marty Birnbaum & Roz Greenspon  
Harry and Elaine Chernotsky     Mark and Paige Cohen  
Bo and Stacy Doline      Jon Dressler  
Glenn and Roni Fishkin      Jackie Fishman 
Samantha and Adam Foodman     Sharon Harris  
Russell and Julia Greenfield     Harry and Gloria Lerner 
Dee Gyorody        Jerry and Barbara Levin 
Paul and June Hirschmann     Peter and Cindy Levinson  
Penny Krieger       David and Risa Miller 
Lisa Strause Levinson      Richard Osborne 
Arthur and Elyse Nevid      Pinnacle Financial Partners 
Paul and Gwen Orland      Steven and Melissa Raphael 
Kevin and Karen Sossin      Larry Schwartz 
Jonathan and Allison White      Adam and Sheila Spitz 
        Judy Seldin-Cohen and Jeff Cohen 

Harry and Marilyn Swimmer 
Sandra Weinstein 

        Volkswagen of South Charlotte 
• Donors are also Annual Sponsors 
 *of blessed memory 
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Friend Sponsors  

Rick Abrams & Dru 
   Dougherty  
Michael and Stephanie 
   Abramson  
Stanley and Judy August   
John and Gail Baron  
Michael and Susan Blackman 
Peter Blair  
Mike Boatman & Kathie 
   Minnon  
Maxwell Burns  

Laurence and Tracy Brown 
Stuart and Lynne Cojac 
Michael and Patti Diamond 
Jeffrey and Dana Ditesheim 
Steve and Darcy Garfinkel 
Howard and Merridith Glazer 
Toby Gordon  
Wayne and Amy Gould  

Larry and Kay Gussoff  
Reid Harkey  
Matthew and Bridget Harty 
Ted and M.E. Hessberg 
Robert & Gaye Holmes 
Christine Hotha  
Jennifer Lahn  
Julie Lavitt  
Eric & Judy Laxer  
Mark and Alison Lerner 
Ross Levin   
Hal and Holly Levinson  
Betty Little  
Ira & Natalie Malter  
Gene and Amy Marx  
Patrick McElgunn & Karen 
   Scully 
Menachem & Malka  
Me-Zahav  

Anthony and Michelle Myers 
Lee and Wendy Pake  
Ed and Debra Pizer  
Mitch and Tonda Rifkin  
Leon Rutman  
Selwyn Avenue Pub  
Paul Shook  
Michael & Anne Sinsheimer 
Adam and Sheila Spitz  
Oscar and Shana Suris  
Renee Spatz  
Donna Thrasher  
Bruce Wiley  
Sam and Emily Zimmern 
Scott Twer  

Hospice & Palliative Care 
Charlotte  

 
Supporters  

Mark Abrams and Iris Prandi, Judith Arey, Dianne Chipps Bailey,  Jennifer Barker, Michael and Meredith Baumstein, Robyn 
Benjamin, Alan and Rosalie Blumenthal, Jill Blumenthal, Corine Bockenek, Jonathan and Anne Brackis, William Brightman, 
Cathryn Britton, Melanie Brown, Suzy Catenazzo, Kenneth Chertow, Howard Cohen, Peter and Sandra Conway, Ivan and 
Roz Cooper,  Susan Cox, Irv and Dedee Cygler, Cheryl DeMaio, Michael and Elaine Denenberg, John and Talli Dippold,  Joe 
Engel, Donald Evenson, Maria Fenwick, James and Margaret Foster, James Gainer and Marcia Myers, Jay and Marsha 
Gamerman, Stephanie Gitlin, Debra Van Glish, Alan and Ruth Goldberg, Noah Goldman,  Steven and Talia Goldman, Yaron 
and Sandra Goldman, Arkady Golynsky, Marcelle Gorelick, Betty Gunz, Hillary Haarmann, Lauren Halperin, Hebrew 
Cemetery of Greater Charlotte, Carolyn Hennes, Alan and Sari Hochberg, Hope Hockaday, Joel Horwich, Jennifer Hurvitz, 
Edward and Arlene Karp, Jan Keil, Irene King, Bob and Nancy Kipnis, Rabbi Asher Knight and Rabbi Ana Bonneheim, 
Penny Krieger, Chris and Christina Kropac,  Sara Kulbersh, Claire Krusch, James and Julie Langlois, Miles and Debbie 
Levine, Kimberly Levy, Samuel Levy, Ronald Liss, Audrey Madans, Billy Maddalon, Norman and Roberta Malter, Gary and 
Karen Maniloff, Amy Mann, Patricia Martin, Susan Maynard, Menachem and Malka Mezahav, Tim Miner, John Mitchener,  
Janice Nalibotsky, Arthur and Elysse Nevid, Eugene Nicholas, Michael Norman, Jerry and Vickie O’Keefe, Paul and Gwen 
Orland, Debbie Porter Milton and Gene Ruth Poler, Jane Rattree, Julie Rizzo, Russell and Sally Robinson, Roberta Rodgers, 
Steve Rogers, Elizabeth Rosen, Shirley Rosen, Ilya and Chantal Rubin, Fran and Matt Samarel, Carol Sandler, Claudia 
Schaefer, Michael Scharf, Eileen Schwartz, Frieda Schwartz, Lisa Shpritz, Ira and Stacey Slomka, Debra Smul, Gary Starr, 
Todd Stewart, Sandy and Gail Stoll, Judi Strause, Don and Donna Tarney, Sharon Taubman, Joe Taylor, Patty Torcellini, 
Chip Wallach and Rabbi Judy Schindler, Lisa Sutker, Nava Thompson, Brenda Valen, Ron and Janice Weiner, Jennifer 
Weintraub,  Sandra Weinstein, Robert Weiss, Edgar Wood, Robert Wolf, Kim and Sue Worrel, Patti Zakow, Stewart Zeid,  
 

     Foundations 
Blumenthal Foundation, Donald H. and Barbara K. Foundation, The Leon Levine Foundation, The Levine-
Sklut Family Foundation, Marc and Mattye Silverman Family Foundation, Novant Health Foundation, 
William and Patricia* Gorelick Family Foundation 
 

Grants  
Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte, Lenora Stein Community Creative Learning Grant, Museum of 
Jewish Heritage A Living Memorial to the Holocaust, Pinnacle Financial Partners  
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“The Jewish Studies program at Queens University provides an opportunity for all students to learn 
about different aspects of Judaism through an academic lens. Studying religion in an academic 
environment enables students to learn about Judaism and other faiths with an open mind. This 
program enables Jewish students to explore Jewish history and tradition, which helps provide greater 
appreciation for their roots and heritage. This program helped me gain further appreciation for my 
faith and as a new alumnus, I am excited to see how the program will grow and where it will take 
future students.” -Noah Goldman, 2019 Queens University Graduate  

 
Tell your friend and family members looking for undergraduate or graduate academic programs 

about the close-knit Jewish Community and the dynamic Jewish Studies Program at Queens 
University. Visit www.Queens.edu to learn about all Queens has to offer.  

 
 

The educational, cultural, and community programs of Jewish Studies  

at Queens University and the Stan Greenspon Center aim  

to enlighten, uplift and bring healing to our world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jewish Studies at Queens & 
The Stan Greenspon Center for Peace and Social Justice  
Queens University of Charlotte  
1900 Selwyn Avenue  
Charlotte, NC 28274 

http://www.queens.edu/

	We learn about Judaism not only through experiencing what happens inside synagogues or reading Jewish Scripture, we learn about Judaism through culture which is creatively captured in film, poetry, and literature. From exploring Jewish identity to Jew...

