
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE FUND 

Racism has been deeply rooted in systems and policies that have disproportionately 

impacted African Americans. These systems include slavery, jim crow, segregation, 

redlining, urban renewal, and many others. They continue to be perpetuated and 

reinforced in many public and private institutions, creating unequal access to quality 

education, employment, housing, healthcare, criminal justice, wealth inequality, and 

overall opportunity. The impact cuts across socio-economic lines and to address them 

requires the implementation of intentional policies and programs that provide pathways 

to economic mobility for those impacted.   

Target Population(s): 

The target population for this proposal are residents of Mecklenburg County, primarily 

African American (and other minorities), working families, single parents, and young 

adults. The targeted population will demonstrate that they require additional tools to 

place them on a path of economic mobility through the framework outlined below.  

Framework 

The adverse impact of systemic racism is visible in every aspect of our community and 
reflected in data related to education, jobs, housing, healthcare, environment, and 
overall opportunity. As this gap continues to increase, it is an imminent threat to the 
future of Mecklenburg County. To address this threat, Government must act as a 
catalyst and set the conditions needed to address systemic and institutional structures 
that perpetuate the systems of racism and act as the primary cause for the disparate 
outcomes for African American residents of Mecklenburg County. This framework 
establishes a fund that will be utilized to address disparities related to systemic and 
institutional racism, align resources for better outcomes, and to implement a 
programmatic framework that provides residents a supportive path to economic mobility.  
 

PRIMARY PILLARS 
 

Education  
This pillar would provide tuition free community college for the targeted population, 
initially starting with CPCC and include support for skilled training programs for those 
who do not choose an academic path. 
 
 
Entrepreneurship (Small Business Grants) 
This would include an expansion of the current small business lending program and 
provide grants to businesses that qualify for the loan program. The County (via the fund) 
would provide a 50% match on loan funds received, allowing the entrepreneur to walk 
away with a loan and grant simultaneously. If they can qualify for a loan, an additional 
grant would be a great investment to increase their chances for success. Another option 
would be to make 50% of the amount loaned, “forgivable”. 
  



Note: These next 2 pillars are directly linked 
 
Workforce Development Placement Program 
Building on the current partnership with Charlotte Works, I would like to see a program 
that allows individuals to attend training/school in specific fields that provide 
transformative opportunities such as healthcare and receive a stipend that would cover 
their living expenses while in the program. The individuals that complete the program 
would be guaranteed a position with either Public Health, Novant, Atrium or CMS.  
Note: This would require Mecklenburg County to review the current policy around 
bachelor’s degrees for nurses  
 
Homeownership (Down Payment Assistance) 
Homeownership is the primary tool that has been used to build generational wealth. 
Addressing economic mobility or the wealth gap cannot be achieved without wealth 
building tools that are transformative. With that said, in addition to a new 
position/career, the attendee would also work toward homeownership, with the County 
providing Down Payment assistance funds (forgivable, but with a claw back provision), 
which could be coupled with other assistance programs through the city and state.  
 
Healthcare 
Access to quality healthcare is a key component to upward mobility. Racism continues 
to be at the core of health disparities experienced by people of color, who find 
themselves disproportionately impacted by chronic diseases, lack of access to medical 
services (uninsured), quality care and cost. These elements not only impact those who 
are socio-economically disadvantaged but cut across socio-economic lines causing 
barriers and impediments to a higher quality of life. The fund could be used to provide 
greater access to healthcare via delivery of mental health support, healthy food options 
and access to quality care for the under-insured.  
 
Note: This proposal is not intended to take away or re-direct funding from those 

who are currently supported through County programs. This request is based on 

the idea that providing additional opportunity for this segment of our population 

will yield a greater return on investment and can move significantly more 

individuals/families on the path to economic mobility. 

 


