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In celebrating the creation of the North Carolina Jewish Clergy Association
(NCJCA) just prior to the start of Passover, North Carolina clergy have
created this seder supplement to be used around your holiday tables.
Standing on the shoulders of the North Carolina Association of Rabbis,
which began in 1950 — 72 years ago this week — and thrived until 1969, we
are establishing the NCJCA, we are establishing the NCJCA so that the more
than 80 clergy in North Carolina today can join together to support the
interests of the Jewish people, serve as a collective voice, and support each
other in learning and in life.  Hag Pesah Sameah — Happy Passover.  

We are grateful to the steering committee for its leadership. The guiding
voices include Rabbi Judy Schindler of Charlotte (co-chair), Rabbi Eric
Solomon of Raleigh (co-chair), Rabbi Mark Cohn of Winston-Salem, Rabbi
Lucy Dinner of Raleigh, Rabbi Andy Koren of Greensboro, Cantor Shira
Lissek of Charlotte, and Rabbi Batsheva Meiri of Asheville. 

To learn more about our North Carolina Jewish Clergy Association or to
receive an application to join if you are a member of the North Carolina
clergy, please contact, Rabbi Judy Schindler at schindlerj@queens.edu or
Rabbi Eric Solomon at erics@bethmeyer.org. 
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Oh God of freedom:
Tell the story of the Haggadah
Answer the questions 
The innocent children ask.
Why is this Passover different,
For me, for you?
If it is not different,
Who are we? 
What are we?
Why?

Oh God of freedom:
Redeem this tangled, tormented, time.
In Your Season of Redemption, 
Desperately in need of the taste of freedom.

Redeem us from the singularity,
The plagues sharpened by Covid’s thorns:
Cocoons that protect
And sew dread.
Comfy clothes
And squishy minds.
Radical individualism
And no grace.
Words that comfort,
Twisted into swords.
Rights that uphold
With bullets that destroy.

Rabbi Lucy H.F. Dinner has served North Carolina as
a rabbi since 1993. She is senior rabbi of Temple 
Beth Or in Raleigh, North Carolina, vice-chair of the 
Reform Movement’s Commission on Social Action, 
chair of the CCAR’s Committee on Peace, Justice and 
Civil Rights, and serves on the Steering Committee of 
the North Carolina Jewish Clergy Association. 
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Seeking Redemption
By Rabbi Lucy H. F. Dinner
Temple Beth Or, Raleigh, NC
After the lighting of the candles

Oh God of freedom:
Redeem this tangled, tormented, time.
In Your Season of Redemption, 
Desperately in need of the taste of freedom.
Redeem those in the Ukraine 
Their plagues laid bare by war.
Those who have perished
And those who grieve.
Those who are wounded
And their hospitals bombed to the ground.
The wandering refugees
And those with no food or water.
Those who have no bed to lie in
And those who cannot sleep.
The orphaned children
The suffering, the suffering, the suffering.

Oh God of freedom:
Bring us out from these burdens,
As we sit at the seder table.
Deliver us from this slavery,
Restoring renewed life.
Redeem us with Your outstretched hand,
Teaching our hands to comfort and heal.
Take all humanity to be Your people,
Committing to building a better world.

Then, once again, we shall know: 
You are Adonai our God,
Who brought us out of the burdens of Egypt
To be our God.



We celebrate sacred intersections of time

Our own Kiddush cups filled
celebrating promises of redemption —
past, present, and future
Simultaneously awakening ancient memory 
and creating memory 
connecting age-old journeys to today
“Egypts” of oppression still exist 
calling for collective action

Our Muslim siblings fasting 
and at sunset, feasting,
Similarly surrounding tables for Ramadan, 
nightly Iftar meals breaking fasts -
a month-long, moon cycle ascension 
in generosity, learning, holiness

Rabbi Judy Schindler has served North Carolina as a 
rabbi since 1998. She is rabbi emerita of Charlotte’s 
Temple Beth El, Sklut Professor Jewish Studies and 
director of the Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social 
Justice Education Center at Queens University of 
Charlotte. She is co-chair of the North Carolina 
Jewish Clergy Association. 
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Sacred Intersections of Time

By Rabbi Judy Schindler
Sklut Professor of Jewish Studies at Queens University of Charlotte
After Kiddush

Our Christian siblings 
embarking on their Easter observance
Celebrating, the promise of life after death,
Renewal after loss. 
Sacrifice, salvation, spring.

Muslims, Jews, Christians.
Wrapped in holy time 
Bound in hope, community, commitment   
to actualize liberation through daily acts,  
embodying hope 
making peace real 
around us, among us, in our world



Rabbi Eric Solomon has served North Carolina 
as a rabbi since 2005. He is senior rabbi of Beth 
Meyer Synagogue in Raleigh, serves on the City 
of Raleigh Human Relations Commission and 
on the Interfaith I-CARE Team of the Raleigh 
Police Department. He is co-chair of the North 
Carolina Jewish Clergy Association. 

 Ask any child, “In the Passover story, who did God 
free from Egypt?”  They will likely respond, “The 
Israelites!”
 
As good as that sounds, unfortunately, that answer is 
not totally correct.
 
The Torah employs two Hebrew phrases to describe 
who exactly were freed from Egyptian slavery —
asafsuf and erev rav.  While an exact translation is a 
challenge, these words are often written in haggadot 
as  a “mixed multitude.” 
 
And what is a mixed multitude?  It’s a mixture of 
peoples. Our Israelite ancestors were the vast majority 
of those who escaped Egypt, but there were a 
significant number of Egyptians and unspecified 
others who came along for the ride. After witnessing 
the plagues, the tyrannical rule of Pharoah and the 
strength of  Moses, these onlookers apparently knew 
which side of history they wanted to be on.
 
Our sages, I  admit, did  not generally  look kindly upon 
these non-Israelites in our midst. In their imagination, 
every time our people rebelled in the desert, the sages 
pointed their collective finger at the “mixed 
multitude”— the foreigners who were the supposed 
instigators. 
 
But there is another possible spin  to  the “mixed 
multitude,” one which I believe great social justice 
leaders like Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Elie Wiesel, and recently 
appointed antisemitism envoy Dr. Deborah Lipstadt 
could easily have offered. 

Each one of these prophets believes in what Dr. King wrote in 
his letter from a Birmingham jail:
 
"In a real sense, all life is inter-related. All men are caught in an 
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of 
destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly. I 
can never be what I ought to be until you are what you ought 
to be, and you can never be what you ought to be until I am 
what I ought to be.”
 
In other words, no person can be free until all people are free.  
When it comes to justice, all humanity is one.
 
So when you read the haggadah at your seder tables this 
Pesah and reach the section that describes the asafsuf and the 
erev rav,  I invite you to take the rabbis’ negative 
commentaries with a grain of kosher salt.  Thousands of years 
ago, our sages may have believed that no non-Israelite would 
see Jewish suffering as their responsibility. Sadly, over the 
course of Jewish history, their view has sometimes been 
proven correct. But that is not always the case and that is not 
our aspiration.  
 
What would the rabbis say of the Righteous Gentiles who 
risked their lives to save Jews during the Shoah?  What of the 
ministers, imams and priests who offered to stand guard in 
front of many North Carolina synagogues after recent violent 
attacks?
 
Today, we stand arm and arm with decent, moral people of all 
backgrounds and say with surety: “None of us is free until all 
of us are free.” 
 
Now, that’s a mixed multitude we can all get behind.
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We Left Egypt as a  Mixed Multitude, 
Thank God
By Rabbi Eric Solomon
Beth Meyer Synagogue, Raleigh, NC
Read before or during Maggid  



Rabbi Mark Cohn has served North Carolina as a
rabbi since 2001. He is senior rabbi of Temple
Emanuel in Winston-Salem. He works intentionally
and intensively on social justice matters that affect
the region and serves on the steering committee of
the North Carolina Jewish Clergy Association. 

President Volodomyr Zelenskyy has been heralded as a modern-day Mordechai — a Jew who stood up for his people and 
sought to protect their right to live by their laws in a foreign land. That comparison falls short when we realize that, 
despite Zelenskyy’s Jewish roots, this is a war against Ukraine, not Judaism and the Jewish people. That being said, our 
Jewish history holds the reality of extreme destruction, delivered by neighboring and ruling powers on that very ground 
and so naturally our mind goes toward our own heroes. 

Russia’s invasion and brutal attack on the sovereignty and safety of Ukraine began just a couple of weeks before Purim, 
and thus many Jews could not help but think of Mordechai’s unflinching adherence to Jewish practice and Esther’s 
willingness to go to the king to stand with her people. It is the comparison of bravery and courage that holds, such that 
Zelenskyy’s “I need ammunition, not a ride” is likened to Esther’s “If I perish, I perish.” Mordechai’s “Deliverance will 
come from another place,” is a call to us, as that “other place,” and to act with courage and insight to assist those who are 
fleeing and those who are fighting against the tyranny of an invading force.

When we look at extreme difficulties in our world this Passover: the war in Ukraine, climate-related crises, the search for 
justice for the oppressed, we are reminded that though these are labeled at times as “plagues,” they are not like the 
plagues brought by G#d to Pharaoh and the Egyptians. While the latter are divine-driven, the former are products of 
humanity’s actions or inactions. We are to work with G!d as human partners and allow or even force the divine sparks of 
compassion and love, mercy and strict judgment to bear fruit for those who seek liberation from their affliction. 

May this Passover bring freedom from affliction. May the afflicted be comforted and may the comfortable find ways to 
aid those who suffer. 
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Finding the Strength To Battle What Plagues Our World

Rabbi Mark Cohn
Temple Emanuel, Winston-Salem, NC
Before or after the plagues



Rabbi Unger, of blessed memory taught: Each family at the seder table symbolizes something more than the house of
Israel long ago. The family united at the Passover table symbolizes and represents the whole of Jewry today. Thus, one
ought to see at each seder table not only the individuals who are there, but also the body of beliefs that brought them
there, the history that went before them, and the institutions that serve each of us with so much strength from day to
day, all during the year. In a very real sense, therefore, they will be guests at your seder table. 

With gratitude, we remember and celebrate all our Passover guests, past and present.
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Connections
By Rabbi Sidney Unger, of blessed memory
Rabbi of Temple Beth HaTephila, Asheville, NC 1946 to 1963
As part of Hallel after the meal
This piece was submitted by Rabbi Batsheva Meiri in honor of one of her predecessor, Rabbi Sidney Unger, of blessed memory. 

Lessons on Collective Liberation 
from the Greensboro Civil Rights Era
By Rabb Joseph Asher, of blessed memory
Rabbi of Temple Emanuel, Greensboro, NC 1958 to 1968
Before opening the door for Elijah
This piece was crafted by Rabbi Andy Koren in honor of one of his predecessors, Rabbi Joseph Asher, of blessed memory. 

Rabbi Asher grew up in Germany and sought refuge outside of Europe as the Nazis rose in power.  His time as a rabbi and 
religious leader in Greensboro overlapped with the historic sit-ins at the Woolworth’s lunch counter which were begun 
by four African American students from North Carolina A&T State University on February 1, 1960.  The Greensboro sit- 
ins launched another wave of efforts to desegregate the American south.  While Temple Emanuel moved to a new 
location in 2002, its historic campus is located less than one mile from where American history took place.

Arami Oveid Avi  — My family were wandering Arameans.
I was born in Germany and lived there until 1938 and became a refugee from Nazi oppression myself, and went to 
England. I subsequently lived in Australia for a number of years and came to this country in 1949 for more studies and to 
reestablish my own career. I served during World War II with the Australian Army. 

At any rate, we came here [to Greensboro, NC] in 1958, and it was precisely because of my own background, as a victim of 
the restraint on my own civil rights, that I certainly became most committed and interested and, more than that, active 
in the civil rights struggle. And having been, of course, in Greensboro at the time, where, as, everyone knows, the sit-in 
movement began, I not only could not stay away from the movement but sought every opportunity to involve myself in 
it.

Rabbi Meiri has served North Carolina as a rabbi 
since 2008. She is spiritual leader of Congregation 
Beth HaTephila in Asheville, North Carolina.  She 
contributes to many organizations locally and 
nationally and serves on the steering committee of 
the North Carolina Jewish Clergy Association.



K’neged Arba’ah Vanim — Four Who Are Present at The Seder
a.k.a. Asking The Right Question
[W]e even had a Black family as a member of our
congregation, which was in those days, was unheard of, in any
church in the city of Greensboro. We had a Black family; the
man was a professor at A&T College, his wife was a librarian.
They are still members of the congregation,* and their
children came to Sunday school, and there was not a single
person in the congregation who would have said, "Now, this
cannot be," and I was very proud of that. When the man’s
membership came up, you know you have a system of
membership that comes up before the board of directors and
the board of directors vote on it. And the board of directors,
when this man’s name came up, and because he does not
have a particularly Jewish name, one member of the board
asked, "Is this the Black professor?"   And the president of the
board said, "This is not a question that is appropriate for this
board. The question is `Is the man Jewish or isn’t he Jewish?’”
And the person who asked the question apologized for the
record. And that night I was probably the proudest rabbi in
America at that time.
* note: this family remains active members and is no longer
unique; like many synagogues, Temple Emanuel of the 21st
century is both diverse and inclusive.

B’chol Dor VaDor — We Must Feel As If We Ourselves Left
Egypt
I remember my children were small in the Little Rock time
[September 1957 school integration crisis]. I used to sit my
children down — they were maybe five or six years old, the
older one, I think, eight years old maybe, I forget now what
year it was — I made them sit down in front of the television
set every night and watch [events in] Little Rock [on the
news]. And I said to my children at the time, because I am a
great believer in subliminal education. I said, "Listen, you
know, your father walked like this to school from 1933 to 1936.
For four years I walked like this to school; there was only one
difference, that the German army was protecting not me, it
was protecting others against me, and don't you ever dare do
this to another child, what has happened to me.”
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 Eliahu HaNavi — Opening the Door for Redemption
I remember one very interesting conversation I had with 
Martin Luther King … I asked him once, "Why is it that you 
are coming to Greensboro? Aren’t there places where it’s 
much worse than that?  You should go maybe to Mississippi 
or Louisiana or in South Carolina."  And he made one very 
interesting observation, which I’ve always remembered. He 
said, "You don’t go where the door is locked. You go where 
the door is slightly ajar. That’s where you go, and there you 
open the door wide."

You see, going to Mississippi would be diminishing returns 
on that. But here, because the atmosphere in a community 
like this was a great deal more forthcoming and therefore, 
that’s the place. You see, I always felt then why are we the 
ones always sort of involved in that, but he taught me this 
lesson: that you don’t go where the door is locked; you go 
where the door is ajar and try to open it wide. And he had — 
I forget now the exact phrasing that he used in one of his 
sermons that he delivered, you know. "The door--we open 
the door and it is ajar and we’re going to break it wide open," 
and that is exactly what happened here. 
[Excerpted from an oral history interview given by Rabbi 
Asher to Eugene Pfaff 40 years ago in April 1982; a full 
transcript can be found online at 
https://gateway.uncg.edu/islandora/object/oh%3A14.]

And that is what I told my confirmation class when the 
Black children came to Grimsley High — it wasn’t called 
Grimsley at the time, it was called Greensboro High, I 
believe. I said, "If I hear, by any chance, that you have 
taunted a Black youngster, you are done. You are done as far 
as I am concerned. You will not participate in confirmation, I 
will not have it.” And it was hard for these kids, because the 
taunting of perhaps their own white classmates. But after I 
told them about my own personal experience, I think they 
were persuaded. It was not that many of them, ten or fifteen.

Rabbi Koren became senior rabbi of Temple Emanuel, 
Greensboro, in 2021 after serving as director of 
religious education since 2003. He is a former executive 
director of NC Hillel (1993-95). In addition to his social 
justice, interfaith, educational, and civic work, he serves 
on the steering committee of the North Carolina Jewish 
Clergy Association.
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Next Year in
Jerusalem


