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The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

Dear Greenspon Center Supporters,

Over the past academic year, we began to actualize our 2021 strategic plan that would guide our growth, 
hone our focus, clarify our strengths, and affirm our uniqueness.  We are a social justice university campus 
center built on the foundation of Holocaust and human rights education.  We understand that the lessons 
of the Holocaust do not belong in the past. Hate, discrimination and prejudice continue to affect us today. 
We intentionally build all our offerings and actions around that reality. 

With our 2021 roadmap in hand, we put our vision of expanding capacity in Holocaust and Social Justice 
education into action. Here are some of the fruits of our labor:

• We hosted our first “pop-up history” event in March of 2022, featuring the travelling exhibit Anne Frank: 
A History for Our Time in partnership with the Anne Frank Center at University of South Carolina 
and Levine Museum of the New South.  This year we plan to bring engaging and transformative pop-up 
Holocaust and human rights history exhibits to diverse neighbors.

• We launched our first Black-Jewish Alliance in the fall of 2021. A cohort of fifteen young leaders and 
faculty built strong relationships and journeyed together to Atlanta, Birmingham, Montgomery and 
Selma. We deepened our connections, our understanding of our respective and shared histories, and 
developed the vision for establishing an enduring program. 

• We received a grant from the Carolina Foundation for Jewish Seniors to develop a “Hillel Student to 
Seniors Connection Program” through which Hillel students will be trained as Jewish Student Ambas-
sadors (JSA) working to combat antisemitism by crafting personal presentations to share with residents 
at Senior Living Homes in our community. Let us know if you have a senior community, you’d like us 
to visit.

• Jewish Life has grown on campus from one identified Jewish student in 2014 to 26 today. We hope to 
expand our Hillel to 100 students in the coming years. We would love your help in moving that goal 
forward.  Tell your friends about Queens’ outstanding Hillel and transformative educational offerings. 

• Mike Wirth joined our team more formally as our artist-in–residence. From creating new art for our 
Sukkah to designing our annual community Chanukah menorah mural to personalized healing blankets, 
we use art to educate, inspire and heal.  

On September 17th, we will launch our Greenspon Center Certification in Holocaust Pedagogy Program 
designed by outstanding leaders in the field: educational consultant, Dr. Christine Beresniova, curriculum 
developer, Kristin Thompson, and with support from Katie Cunningham, our Holocaust programs con-
sultant. Twenty educators are registered for the program that kicks off next month.

Our success is a direct result of your investment in our vision. 

Please join us on our journey in justice and education. We need you, and hopefully our partnership will 
provide us with inspiration, education, and a pathway to action for positive change. Thank you for your 
investment of time, talent, and resources to make our work happen.

With Gratitude,
Rabbi Judy, Judy L., Donna and Talia, The Stan Greenspon Center Team

Program Guide 2022-2023 - page 2



The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

The Greenspon Center is thrilled to welcome Judy LaPietra as assistant director.  We are certain that you will 
be impressed by the depth and breadth of her experience and skill in teaching the Holocaust, her passion for 
developing transformative educational programs, and her commitment to ensuring that the legacy of Holocaust 
victims and survivors continues.

Judy is a teacher of teachers in Holocaust education. She has been selected by the most esteemed Holocaust 
educational organizations, including the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and the ADL, to facilitate 
teacher training and youth development programs. Judy is an exceptional professor, serving as adjunct faculty 
in the Department of Global Studies at UNC Charlotte since 2010, developing and teaching three courses as 
part of their Minor in Genocide & Human Rights Studies. Judy has had extensive experience in teaching middle 
school history, working for seventeen years at St. Mark Catholic School in Huntersville, NC. She knows what it 
takes to keep students engaged through transformative education. Judy is experienced in crafting student trips 
to Germany and Poland — organizing and leading several student trips.  Judy has been a partner in developing 
the Center for Holocaust, Genocide and Human Rights Studies over the past decade with Dr. John Cox. The list 
of her publications and conference presentations in Holocaust Studies is impressive.

Judy is a doctoral student in Holocaust and Genocide Studies at Gratz College currently working on her disser-
tation in post-genocidal reconciliation. She received an M.A. in Holocaust Genocide Studies from Gratz College, 
and M.S. in Secondary Education and History from Queens College, City University of New York, and her B.A. 
in political science (cum laude) from Queens College, City University of New York.

Judy is uniquely qualified to help lead our campus-based Holocaust Center which, in the six years since our cre-
ation, has become nationally known for its creativity and excellence. With Judy’s warmth, passion, commitment, 
and depth of knowledge and experience, the sky is the limit for what we can create during this next chapter of 
our Center’s growth.

The Greenspon Center 
Welcomes Judy LaPietra 

as Our New Assistant Director
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The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

Donna Tarney
Education Coordinator  

Judy LaPietra 
Assistant Director 

Talia Goldman
Development and Events Coordinator 

Our Professional Team

Rabbi Judy Schindler 
Sklut Professor of Jewish Studies & Director

Mike Wirth 
Artist-in-Residence 
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The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

Holly Roach Knight 
Scholar Activist 

Katie Cunningham  
Holocaust Programs Consultant 

Christine Beresniova, PhD 
Lead Educational Consultant 

Kristin Thompson 
Curriculum Developer 

James Bradley Lee III 
Community Advocate 

Our Professional Team

Certification in Holocaust Education Pedagogy Program

Social Justice Programming
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The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

Lifelong Learning Community Classes and Courses — page 7  
Sacred Threads Half Day Interfaith Conference • Fall and Spring Signature Courses “Wellsprings of 
Prayer” • Lunch & Learn with Professor Emeritus Bob Whalen • Yom Kippur Yoga • Jacobs-Jaffa Char-
lotte Jewish Heritage Tours • Bearing Witness to the Past and Present: A Charlotte Community Journey 
to Poland

Educational Travel Opportunities — page 14
Bearing Witness to the Past and Present: A Charlotte Community Journey to Poland  • The World That 
Was: The Blumenthal Holocaust Program in Poland

Holocaust and Human Rights Programs — page 16    
Certification in Holocaust Pedagogy Program • Combatting Hate Symposium and Upstander Award • 
Educator Professional Development • Pop-Up History Exhibits • Becoming One Human Family in 
School Program • Jeffrey Alan Schwartz Holocaust Speaker’s Bureau  

Social Justice and Community Organizing Educational Programs — 25
Fall Social Justice Series on Restorative Justice & Reparations • Listening Project: Learning from Char-
lotte’s History of Organizing • Certification in Social Justice and Community Organizing 

Jewish Life/Hillel at Queens University of Charlotte — page  28  
Charlotte College Connection High Holiday Experiences • Torah and Tea • Hillel Soul Food Shabbat • 
The World that Was: The Blumenthal Holocaust Program in Poland • Mimi’s Matzo Ball Soup • TGIF 
Hillel Challah Giveaways • Color our Sacred Times Coloring Book • Hillel Students to Seniors Connec-
tion Program

Bridge Building Across Lines of Difference — page 34    
Charlotte Black/Jewish Alliance Cohort 2 • Charlotte Racial Justice Consortium • #How2FaceHate • 
Belk Chapel Jewish-Muslim Interfaith Initiative • Abraham’s Tent Room in the Inn 
  
Customized Offerings for Your Organization/House of Worship — page 37   
Workshops, lectures and classes tailored to community needs

Healing Blankets — page 37

Celebrating Our Supporters — page 38       

A note regarding course fees: We understand that these are difficult times. Please don’t let cost get in the 
way of participating in any of our programs. For financial assistance, please contact Talia Goldman.

2022-2023 Program Guide
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The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

Lifelong Learning Community Classes and Courses

Sacred Threads – A Regional Interfaith Conference

Date: September 11, 2022
Time: 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Location: Queens University Belk Chapel and Myers Park Baptist Church Heaton Hall

Join people from all faiths for a regional interfaith conference titled “Sacred Threads: The Complex Tapestry of In-
terfaith Relations,” to explore the remarkable content of the 1965 watershed document issued by Vatican II, which  
set into motion introspection, reconciliation, and interfaith dialogue. Nostra Aetate was a groundbreaking document 
that transformed the Catholic Church’s approach to non-Christian religions from confrontation to conversation as 
the Church stated its intent to revere “the work of G-d in all major faith traditions.” 

Scholars include: Dr. Matthew Tapie, assistant professor of theology, director, Center for Catholic-Jewish Studies, 
St. Leo College, St. Leo, Florida. Dr. Malka Simkovich, Crown-Ryan chair of Jewish studies and director of the 
Catholic-Jewish Studies Program, Catholic Theological Union, Chicago, IL. Dr. Adrian Bird, affiliate assistant 
professor of Church history, Union Presbyterian Seminary, Charlotte, NC. Dr. Hadia Mubarak, assistant professor 
of religion at Queens University, and Dr. Peter Ochs, Edgar M. Bronfman professor of modern Judaic studies, Uni-
versity of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA. Dr. Ochs will deliver the keynote address. We will end our program with an 
original musical composition based on Nostra Aetate by Beth Schafer, Jewish musician and composer, and Bunzl 
Family cantorial chair, and Rev. Ricky Manalo, CSP, Christian musician, composer and educator — a composition 
many years in the making.   

Partners in planning the conference include Belmont Abbey College, the Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social 
Justice Education Center, MeckMIN, and Union Presbyterian Seminary in Charlotte. The conference is additionally 
sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte, First United Methodist Church of Gastonia, the Islamic 
Society of Gastonia, Paulist Fathers, Temple Beth El of Charlotte, Temple Emanuel of Gastonia, Temple Israel of 
Charlotte, and Temple Sinai of Atlanta. To register contact Donna Tarney, Tarneyd@queens.edu. Registration closes 
September 7, 2022.

Islamic Society
of Gastonia
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The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

Lifelong Learning Community Classes and Courses
Fall Signature Course 
Wellsprings of Prayer: Finding Resources to Support your Own Spiritual Journey
“Exploring the Centuries of Traditional and Creative Pathways to God”
Dates: Wednesdays, Sept. 14 through Nov. 16 (no class on October 5 and November 9)
Time: 12:30-2 pm
Location: Queens campus 
One need not be left to face the hard moments of life without spiritual resources. This community course will explore 
ancient and creative words that offer strength in the face of life’s storms and expand one’s sense of gratitude amid 
their daily routine. Participants will have the opportunity to enhance their educational experience by crafting their 
own personal prayer books. This course will be offered in person for five sessions (with a Zoom link and recording 
for those who are travelling) and on Zoom for our three sessions with guest scholars.

Our core text will be Making Prayer Real: Leading Jewish Spiritual Voices on Why Prayer is Difficult and What to 
Do about It by Mike Comins.  The author will join us for a session in the fall and spring.

Session 1 - The World of Jewish Prayer  (Rabbi Judy Schindler)
September 14, 2022

Session 2 - Prayer is a Practice… How To Go About Learning Prayer (Rabbi Mike Comins)
September 21, 2022

Session 3 - When I Awake: Gratitude, Morning Reflections on the Body, Mind and Soul (Rabbi Judy Schindler)
September 28, 2022

Session 4 - The Shema, Hearing God, and Our Unfolding Relationship (Creation, Revelation and Redemption) 
(Rabbi Judy Schindler)
October 12, 2022

Session 5 - Petitions What We Need & What the World Needs (Rabbi Jonathan Slater)
October 19, 2022 

Session 6 - The Evolving Meanings of “Chosenness” and Tikkun Olam (Rabbi Judy Schindler)
October 26, 2022

Session 7 - Kaddish and The Journey Through Grief (Rabbi Anne Brener)
November 2, 2022

Session 8 - The Sabbath - An Island in Time (Rabbi Judy Schindler)
November 16, 2022

The fee for the fall semester is $275. Financial assistance is available and includes the textbook and background 
readings. Proceeds support Jewish Life at Queens University. Space is limited. We do not want costs to be a barrier.  
For more information, to register, or for financial assistance contact Talia Goldman, goldmant@queens.edu.
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The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

Lifelong Learning Community Classes and Courses
Spring Signature Course 
Wellsprings of Prayer: Finding Resources to Support your Own Spiritual Journey
“Seeking the Divine in Daily Life”

One need not be left to face the hard moments of life without spiritual resources. This community course will explore 
ancient and creative words that offer strength in the face of life’s storms and expand one’s sense of gratitude amid 
their daily routine. Participants will have the opportunity to enhance their educational experience by crafting their 
own personal prayer books. This course will be offered in person for four sessions (with a Zoom link and recording 
for those who are travelling) and on Zoom for our four sessions with guest scholars.

Session 1 - 100 Blessings & Personal Prayer (Rabbi Judy Schindler)
January 25, 2022

Session 2 - Psalms  (Rabbi Mike Comins)
February 1, 2022

Session 3 - The Music of Prayer  (Cantor Shira Lissek) 
February 8, 2023 

Session 4 - Jewish Meditation and Mysticism (Guest Speaker)
February 15, 2022

Session 5 - Teshuvah: Clearing Our Conscience and Seeking to Make It Right and Get it Right (Rabbi Judy Schindler) 
February 22, 2022

Session 6 – Silence: The Still, Small Voice (Guest Speaker)
March 1, 2022

Session 7 - Interfaith Prayer — How do we Encounter It? (Rabbi Judy Schindler)
March 22, 2022

Session 8 - Sacred Spaces and Places (Rabbi Judy Schindler)
March 29, 2022

The fee for the spring semester is $275 and includes the textbook and background readings. Financial assistance is 
available. Proceeds support Jewish Life at Queens University. Space is limited. We do not want costs to be a barrier. 
For more information, to register, or for financial assistance contact Talia Goldman, goldmant@queens.edu.

Dates: Wednesdays, January 25 through March 29 (no class on March 8 and 15th for school spring breaks)
Time: 12:30-2 pm
Location: Queens campus 
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The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

Lifelong Learning Community Classes and Courses

Rabbi Mike Comins

Signature Course Guest Presenters

Rabbi Mike Comins is author of Making Prayer Real: Leading Jewish Spiritual Voices 
on Why Prayer is Difficult and What to Do About It (Jewish Lights) and the Making 

Prayer Real course hosted by the College Commons. He is also founder of the To-
rahTrek Center for Jewish Wilderness Spirituality and author of A Wild Faith: Jewish 
Ways Into the Wilderness, Wilderness Ways Into Judaism (Jewish Lights). A native of 
Los Angeles and a graduate of UCLA, Rabbi Comins made aliyah and lived in Israel for 
fifteen years. He studies classical Jewish texts at the Pardes Institute, earned his MA in 
Jewish Education from Hebrew University and was ordained in the Israeli rabbinical 
program of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion.

Rabbi Anne Brener

Rabbi Anne Brener, LCSW, is professor of ritual and human development at the 
Academy for Jewish Religion, California. She is a psychotherapist and author, spe-

cializing in grief and healing, who assists institutions in creating caring communities. 
Her acclaimed book, Mourning & Mitzvah, is now being translated into Spanish and 
sections of the book have been translated into several African dialects for AIDS hos-
pice workers on that continent. Rabbi Brener was a bereavement chaplain for Skirball 
Hospice and is a founding faculty member of Yedidya’s Morei Derekh-Jewish Spiritual 
Direction Program. She serves on the steering committees of the Kalsman Institute on 
Judaism and Medicine and the Southern California Jewish Burial Society.

Cantor Shira Lissek

Shira Lissek became cantor of Temple Israel in North Carolina in July 2018 after  
serving as associate cantor of Park Avenue Synagogue in NYC since 2013. Cantor 

Lissek earned a Masters in Music from the Manhattan School of Music, where she 
majored in voice as a merit scholar, and holds a Bachelor’s Degree from Indiana Uni-
versity School of Music in vocal performance. Born and raised in St. Louis, MO, she 
learned the art of being a cantor from her father, Cantor Leon Lissek of Congregation 
B’nai Amoona. She is also the granddaughter of the late Rabbi Pinchas Chasin of Phil-
adelphia and great-granddaughter Hazzan Hirsch L. Chazin of New Jersey. She began 
serving as hazzan sheni at age 19, when she was invited to lead High Holiday services 
for Congregation Beth Shalom of Kansas City and then Congregation Gesher Shalom 
(The Jewish Community Center of Fort Lee, NJ). Prior to Park Avenue Synagogue, 
she served as hazzan and music director of Congregation Mount Sinai in Brooklyn 
Heights for six years.
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The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

Lifelong Learning Community Classes and Courses
Lifelong Learning Lunch and Learn Series, 
With Professor Emerita Dr. Bob Whalen 
“Histories of Tomorrow”

Teaching does not end with retirement and learning does not end with graduation. The Greenspon Center is 
thrilled to offer this lifelong learning course featuring Dr. Robert Whalen. 

What might tomorrow look like? What should tomorrow be like? What trends are already underway today? What 
decisions do we face today that will mold tomorrow? Today is, after all, both tomorrow’s yesterday and yesterday’s 
tomorrow, so it might be a good idea to think through the relationships among past, present, and future. Our first 
conversation will focus on the megatrends at work and crucial decisions we need to consider. 

When you look to the future, what do you see? For instance: 
• What will the world be like when bio-tech merges fully with info-tech? Will we all have computer chips in our heads? 
• What sort of education will our descendants need? 
• Will the future Internet produce a kind of global intelligence, or will it be a global menace? 
• Will income disparities produce very different Americas or worlds? 
• Does the U.S. Constitution need to be changed to adapt to the future? 
• Will extreme weather events continue? 
• What will the next generation thank us for? Rebuke us for?

The fee for this in-person 5 lecture/discussion series is $100. Financial assistance is available. The sessions will be 
streamed so that alumni from across the community can participate. To register contact Talia Goldman, goldmant@
queens.edu.

Dates: The first Monday of each month October through February 
(The January session will be January 9 in place of January 2)
Time: 12–1:30 pm
Location: Belk Chapel and Virtual on Zoom

Dr. Bob Whalen

Over the decades, Dr. Whalen taught European and American history. European 
history courses included surveys of British, Irish, German and Russian history, 

and specialized courses on the French Revolution and Nazi Germany. American history 
courses included surveys of religious history and the history of journalism. Dr. Whalen 
has published five books: Bitter Wounds: German Victims of the Great War, Assassinat-
ing Hitler: Ethics and Resistance in Nazi Germany, Like Fire in Broomstraw: Southern 
Journalism and the Textile Strikes of 1929-31, Sacred Spring: God and Modernism in 
Fin de Siecle Vienna. His newest book is Murder, Inc. and the Moral Life: Gangsters and 
Gangbusters in La Guardia’s New York, published in fall 2016. Dr. Whalen received his 
Ph.D. and M.A. from Cornell University and his B.S. from Georgetown University.
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The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

Join Rabbi Schindler and Aly Faber (certified yoga instructor) for a special Yom Kippur-themed yoga experience. 
Together we will reflect on the past year, prepare for the coming year, and reconnect with our bodies and minds.  
Yom Kippur is about turning back to our ideals, to the relationships that are central to our lives, and back to God. 
In Torah yoga, the same metaphor exists.  We simply need to begin the process of returning and the rest unfolds. 
As we focus on our bodies, we stretch and strengthen them. As we focus on our minds and souls, we find that the 
possibilities for transformation are within reach. To register visit: https://tbe.shulcloud.com/event/yom-kippur-yoga.
html.

Lifelong Learning Community Classes and Courses
Yom Kippur Yoga with Rabbi Schindler 
“Turning Can Be Hard  & Turning Can Be Rewarding” 

Date: Wednesday, October 5, 2022
Time: 2:00 to 3:00 PM
Location: Levine Jewish Community Center

Rabbi Judy Schindler has served North Carolina as a rabbi since 1998. She is rabbi 
emerita of Charlotte’s Temple Beth El, Sklut Professor Jewish Studies and director 

of the Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center at Queens Uni-
versity of Charlotte. She is co-chair of the North Carolina Jewish Clergy Association.  

Rabbi Judy Schindler
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The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

Jacobs-Jaffa Charlotte Jewish Heritage Tour
Understanding our past. Celebrating our present. Visioning our future.

L: The Margaret & Lou Schwartz 
Butterfly Garden Holocaust Memo-
rial, dedicated in 2011, honors the 
1.5 million children who perished in 
the Holocaust. 

Lifelong Learning Community Classes and Courses

With Susan Jacobs, Roz Cooper, and Rabbi Judy Schindler 
Departing from Queens University 
September, October and November Tours: Fully Booked
Spring Public Tour Date: March 26, 2023 
Educator Tours: February 26, 2023 and April 2, 2023
Available by appointment for private groups
For registration information contact Talia Goldman, Goldmant@queens.edu.

Tour includes extensive noshes — kugel, rugelach, knishes and more. Hear stories that can’t be found in history 
books, and personal gems of wisdom in the voices of our community’s founders, builders, and philanthropists.
Charlotte’s 165 years of Jewish history is rich with civic, business and religious leaders, and philanthropists. As part 
of our Jacobs-Jaffa Charlotte Jewish Heritage Tour, participants will enjoy a unique, engaging, entertaining and 
educational hike through our city’s history. The experience will include a tour through the Hebrew Cemetery that 
was founded in 1867 and is rich with stories of the famous Jews who were buried there from the Civil War to the 
Civil Rights era to today. We will pass through historic sites that highlight Jewish contributions to our county and 
state, as we explore the pluralistic and powerful Jewish community that thrives in Charlotte today. 

This program is made possible thanks to a generous donation from Donald Jacobs and Florence Jaffa in honor of 
Susan Jacobs. Five generations of the Jacobs-Jaffa family have made Charlotte their home and the Jewish commu-
nity a central pillar of their lives. 

Jacobs-Jaffa Charlotte Jewish Heritage Tours for Educators   
A special thank you to the Lenora Stein Community Creative Learning Grant for enabling The Stan Greenspon 
Center to offer specially designed Charlotte Jewish Heritage Tours to religious and secular educators.

This tour was a true learning experience 
for our TriBE members who were born here 
and those who relocated to Charlotte. Be 
prepared to be surprised by the wealth of 
information shared by Rabbi Judy and Su-
san Jacobs. As a side note, the nosh was 
enjoyed by all!
    — Janette Schwartz

R: Store of Samuel Wittkow-
sky, who arrived in Charlotte 
on July 4, 1855. He would 
serve as the first president 
of Charlotte’s Chamber of 
Commerce 
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The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

Educational Travel Opportunities
Bearing Witness to the Past and Present: A Charlotte Community Journey to Poland

Dates: May 2023

Join Judy LaPietra and Rabbi Judy Schindler on a ten-day journey as we bear witness to the historical and pres-
ent-day significance of Jewish life in Poland. This unique opportunity will begin with an exploration of the dis-
tinctive Jewish heritage in Poland prior to the Holocaust and an examination of the world that was. We will then 
trace the history and devastation of the Holocaust, with an emphasis on sites of remembrance including the former 
Jewish ghettos in Warsaw and Krakow, as well as the Nazi death camps of Belzec, Treblinka, and Auschwitz. We 
will bear witness to the resilience of the Jewish community today in Poland and understand the present-day land-
scape of Jewish life.

Details of this unique trip are currently in the planning. For more information, contact Judy LaPietra, lapietraj@
queens.edu.
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The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

Educational Travel Opportunities
The World That Was: The Blumenthal Holocaust Program in Poland

We are thrilled to be offering this student opportunity once again in May 2023 for both University of North Car-
olina Charlotte and Queens University of Charlotte students. The program will explore Jewish and Polish history, 
including an in-depth study of the Holocaust with visits to sites of commemoration and memory. Students will 
also work on several preservation projects, including the Jewish cemetery in Oświęcim and at the Memorial and 
Museum at Auschwitz-Birkenau.

The Blumenthal Foundation has generously supported this project with a grant that provided start-up funding 
for this initiative. For more information, contact Judy LaPietra, lapietraj@queens.edu. 

Dates: May-June 2023
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The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

Holocaust and Human Rights Programs

Certification in Holocaust Pedagogy Program Inaugural Cohort

One of the foundational missions of the Stan Greenspon Center is to educate and inform all people about 
the complex history of the Holocaust and how that history continues to affect our world today. 

The Greenspon Center’s Holocaust Pedagogy Certification Program (CHP) provides intensive training on meth-
ods and strategies for teaching about the Holocaust across subjects and grades in 6-12 settings. Through the skills 
of historical examination and interpretation, this program prompts participants to ask questions and think criti-
cally about why the Holocaust happened, what it means for learners today, and how we can engage others in our 
schools and communities to do the same. It will meet the necessary educational standards in North Carolina and 
complement the recent mandate for Holocaust education in the state by engaging educators in conversations about 
the new Gizella Abramson Holocaust Education Act.

The pilot program begins in mid-September 2022 and will include select educators across subjects and grades 
in the CMSD as well as teachers from schools with a public-private charter in the district. Our pilot program for 
2022-23 is tailored for active classroom teachers who have a background in Holocaust and/or genocide education 
and demonstrate a working knowledge of Holocaust history. 

Enroll in a future program. We seek to expand our programs to the following groups in 2023 and beyond with:  

• School leadership, policymakers, and administrators with whom we can amplify the impact of individual teach-
er learning by encouraging school or community-wide commitments to Holocaust education.

• Advanced teacher trainers who have demonstrated interest in advancing their knowledge to support and seek 
to continue their own learning for the sake of training other Holocaust educators.

To request information or to indicate interest, please contact Katie Cunningham, our Holocaust Program consul-
tant, at cunninghamk@queens.edu.

Combating Hate Charlotte Symposium and Upstander Award Program

The Stan Greenspon Center is looking forward to our inaugural Combating Hate Charotte Symposium and Up-
stander Award Program in January 2023 in commemoration of International Holocaust Remembrance Day. We 
aim to give the commuity the skills and resources to combat hate with actions advocating human rights. We will 
reflect on the struggles and successes we have faced as diverse communities and celebrate the successful work of 
the Stan Greenspon Center community. 

The day will open with a keynote address and will include workshops addressing the contemporary issues of an-
tisemitism, racism, homophobia, xenophobia, and hate aimed at those with disabilities. The event will conclude 
with a “Celebrating the Journey and Upstander Award Program,” a musical event narrating the highlights and 
struggles of the 78-year journey from the liberation of Auschwitz to today utilizing grassroots artists. The Sympo-
sium will conclude with a wine and cheese reception.

Date: Sunday, January 29, 2023
Time: 1pm-6:30 pm
Locations Belk Gambrell Center for Civic Engagement at Queens University 
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Holocaust and Human Rights Programs
Educator Professional Development Opportunities

Timely Topics with the FBI: Civil Rights, Hate Speech, and Human Trafficking 

Donna Tarney with Special Guests Special Agents Emilie Franks and Whitney Orndorff 
Date: September 30, 2023 
Time: 9am – 2pm (Lunch provided) 
Location: Queens Sports Complex, Tyvola Road 

Donna Tarney

Join us for a day of learning grounded in topics front and center to many teachers today. FBI Agents Franks and Or-
ndorff start the day with interactive presentations covering civil rights and hate speech, including what they are, how 
to report violations, and what happens after you report. They will also lead us in a discussion about human traffick-
ing and other crimes against children. They will help educators use their position as “front line workers” to help keep 
children safe. 
 
After lunch participants will explore ways to use this information to expand or supplement existing curriculum. This 
part of the day is hands on and provides time for teachers to work on one or two lesson plans while sharing ideas and 
methods with one another. 
 
For more information or to register, contact Donna Tarney at tarneyd@queens.edu. 

Donna Tarney brings 14 years of teaching experience and a deep knowledge of Ho-
locaust studies to the Stan Greenspon Center team. During her time at Charlotte 

Catholic High School, she taught World History, Holocaust Studies, World Religions, 
and Social Justice courses. Donna is a graduate of: the Bearing Witness and Bearing 
Witness Advanced programs sponsored by the Anti-Defamation League; the Jan Kar-
ski Institute for Holocaust Education Summer Institute; Appalachian State University’s 
Martin & Doris Rosen Summer Symposium, and the Olga Lengyel Institute’s (TOLI) 
Holocaust education program in NY City. She presented sessions on The Catholic 
Church and Antisemitism at the 2015 NCEA Conference and the Bearing Witness Pro-
gram in Washington DC. Donna is an alumnus of the TOLI Satellite Leader’s Institute 
and co-directs a Holocaust summer seminar for educators in Charlotte. She holds a BA 
in Psychology from UNCC and a Masters in Religious Education from Loyola Univer-
sity, New Orleans.
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Restorative Practices in the Classroom

Holocaust and Human Rights Programs
Educator Professional Development Opportunities

Kit Helaku
Date: October 21, 2022
Time: 9am–3pm (Lunch provided)
Location: Queens Sports Complex
This workshop is limited to 35 participants

Restorative Justice is more than just a buzzword in education spaces! It is a framework and practice that has been 
used for generations to build community, and repair harm. However, few terms inspire more questions. How is it 
defined? Where does it come from? Can I use it in my classroom? Will it work for me? In this 6-hour workshop, 
participants will walk through the foundations of Restorative Practices in the classroom. We'll learn about the 
roots of the practice, differing forms of implementation, and take away practical tools that will support you in 
building relationships, community, health, safety, and connection in your classroom! Sign up today!
Participants will leave with classroom resources and be pre-qualified to attend the second session in the Spring of 
2023.

Restorative Justice in the Classroom: Circles as Praxis for Liberation
Kit Helaku
Date: March 10, 2023
Time: 9 am–3 pm (Lunch provided)
Location: Queens Sports Complex
This workshop is limited to 35 participants

This intensive, daylong workshop is for middle, high school, and college educators with foundational knowledge 
of restorative mindsets and practices in the classroom. This workshop is facilitated by Kit Helaku, an experienced 
change-maker, consultant, and conflict process facilitator with a demonstrated history of working in schools, 
NPOs and community settings, particularly in settings where race and equity work are valued. The purpose of this 
workshop is to give participants an introduction to and experience practicing community building circles, healing 
circles, and conflict circles in order to effectively implement them in their classrooms and school communities. 

Foundational knowledge of restorative mindsets and practices is required for attendance.
If you have any questions, please contact Donna Tarney, tarneyd@queens.edu
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Holocaust and Human Rights Programs

Kit Hadkund Helaku

Kit Hadlund Helaku is a trainer, consultant, and process facilitator in the ways of 
Restorative Justice and Conflict Transformation. Kit is also the connected father 

to 2 little humans: Kavi (seed) and Alkhemi (sun) and descended from Nordic and 
Irish traditions. Kit holds a B.A. from DePaul University in International Studies and 
Black Diasporic Studies, and, later, obtained Professional Certificates in Advanced 
Youth Development, and Social Justice Mediation. Kit is currently pursuing his 
M.A. in Peace and Justice Leadership at the School for International Training (SIT). 
Kit uses these gifts and experiences to facilitate processes of healing, accountability, 
and justice within organizations and communities, specifically around race, class, 
and gender. Kit’s core belief in his work is to listen to the personal while challenging 
the structural. He has been called to do this work by his ancestors, and always looks 
forward to bringing people together in the hope of healing, justice, and compassion.

Holocaust Denial and Distortion, Antisemitism, and You

NC Council on the Holocaust and Stan Greenspon Center 
Date: November 2, 2022
Time: 8:30 am–3:30 pm (Lunch provided)
Location: Queens University Main Campus

We easily recognize the harm caused by antisemitic incidents that involve graffiti or hateful language. We know 
that perpetuating stereotypes about Jewish people can lead to discrimination. What we often do not recognize is 
that distortion of Holocaust facts is a form of antisemitism. This workshop explores this difficult and timely topic 
providing steps you can take to help deepen your students understanding of this complex topic. Participants will 
engage in activities to take back to their classrooms and school communities.

To register contact Donna Tarney, Tarneyd@queens.edu.

Educator Professional Development Opportunities

The denial or distortion of history is an assault on truth and understanding. Comprehension and 
memory of the past are crucial to how we understand ourselves, our society, and our goals for the 
future. Intentionally denying or distorting the historical record threatens communal understanding 
of how to safeguard democracy and individual rights.  - USHMM
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Holocaust and Human Rights Programs

Milkweed  
A week of collaboration with Charlotte Mecklenburg Public Library and the NC 
Council on the Holocaust

Spring 2023     
Dates & Times: TBD
Location: Queens University Sports Complex and Charlotte Mecklenburg Library assorted locations

You are invited to join us for a week of learning centered around the Young Adult Novel Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli. 
This work of historical fiction serves as a blank and universal canvas — a stark reminder of the tragic consequences 
of dehumanizing another person or group of people. It is a story as relevant today as it was 75 years ago.  

Newbery-winning author Jerry Spinelli weaves us a powerful tale of an eight-year old orphan in 1939 Nazi-occupied 
Warsaw. Some call him Jew. Some call him Gypsy. Some call him Stopthief. He has no background and no real name. 
He lives alone until a band of orphaned Jewish boys take him under their wing and give him the name of Misha. 
Through his innocent eyes we see the tanks and shiny boots of the Nazis, who he calls “Jackboots.” We see the devasta-
tion that occurs without his real understanding. Spinelli’s fresh approach to the Holocaust, combined with the unique 
perspective of the main character, Misha, make this book a great addition to a World War II reading list. It is truly one 
of Spinelli’s finest books and worthy of the SCBWI Golden Kite Award he recently received. Ages 11+.
 —  Review by Nancy Castaldo, Historical Novel Society

What educators are saying:
I loved watching the students engage with text, feel compassion for character, outrage 
and horror about the ghetto and treatment of human beings. They were able to recog-
nize the injustice of it all.

I was excited by the way that it [empathy lesson] deeply engaged the students with the 
text - the familiarity and the repetition of the format made them feel safe to take risks 
and explore deeper meanings and reflect on themselves.

Educator Professional Development Opportunities
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Holocaust and Human Rights Programs

Using Testimony to Engage with Lessons from the Holocaust and Today
A Collaboration with the South Carolina Holocaust Council

Led by Scott Auspelmyer and Donna Tarney
Special Guest Speaker: Aya Marczyk from the Fortunoff Video Archives of the Holocaust at Yale University
Date: February 10, 2023
Time: 9 am-3 pm
Location: Queens University of Charlotte Sports Complex 

One of the most impactful ways to bring lessons of the Holocaust to students is to invite a Holocaust survivor to 
share their story. As the number of survivors who can speak in schools continues to decrease, we are left won-
dering what to do next. We will explore that question and more during this day-long workshop dedicated to best 
practices in the use of Holocaust testimony. Participants will hear from a second-generation survivor (2G) and 
get hands-on experience utilizing online testimony. To register or for more information, email Donna Tarney 
Tarneyd@queens.edu.

Aya Marczyk will lead a special session, “Listening to Testimonies and Engaging in Historical Inquiry” that will 
allow educators to consider the use of this primary resource in new ways. Additionally, we will have the opportu-
nity to learn from testimonies specific to survivors who lived in North and South Carolina. 

Scott Auspelmeyer

Educator Professional Development Opportunities

Scott Auspelmeyer is the executive director of the South Carolina Council on the 
Holocaust.  He is a United States Holocaust Memorial Museum teaching fellow 

who also has 19 years of experience teaching high school social studies in South 
Carolina and was previously recognized as the National Council for the Social 
Studies Secondary Educator of the Year. He has presented at numerous state and 
national conferences and regularly conducts professional development sessions in 
Holocaust education for teachers in South Carolina and beyond.
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Holocaust and Human Rights Programs

Civil Rights — Where They Come From, What They Are, and What They Aren’t: A 
Collaboration with the Charlotte FBI
Date: March 3, 2023
Time: 9 am-12pm
Location: Queens University or Virtual

Is freedom of speech a civil right? How about the freedom to marry anyone you choose? What about the right 
to vote? Join us as we welcome an expert from the FBI who will help us understand our civil rights and what to 
do if they are violated. We will then take what we learn and explore the process by which the Nazis removed a 
variety of rights from the Jewish people and other targeted groups. Registration link coming soon. 
To sign up now, email Donna Tarney, tarneyd@queens.edu.
 

Educator Professional Development Opportunities

Program Guide 2022-2023 - page 22



The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education CenterThe Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

 The Greenspon Center is a great partner that provides meaningful tools and professional 
development sessions that leverage strategies and techniques around human rights issues 
that can be easily incorporated into classroom/work settings. The programs give unique 
perspective and guidance on the intersections of antisemitism and racism and the harmful 
effects, both past and present. The professional development sessions are designed to not 
only inform but also provide pathways to make our communities more welcoming and 
inclusive.
     — Chiquitha Lloyd, Director of Diversity and Inclusion, CMS

Holocaust and Human Rights Programs

Pop-Up History: Bringing the Past into Conversation with the Present

"Pop-Up History" is an initiative inspired by the desire to bring impactful educational opportunities directly into 
Charlotte communities. These exhibits are from internationally recognized organizations such as the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum, the Anne Frank House, Centropa, and Facing History and Ourselves. The 
exhibits explore issues of identity, resistance and rescue, and the impact of media on society. 

We are excited to partner with schools, churches and other community organizations to host the exhibits and 
reach out to engage local adults and students as docents for the exhibit. Docent training strengthens skills that 
transfer to other leadership roles and focuses on connections between exhibit material and local cultural and 
lived experiences. In addition, the Greenspon Center will hold a professional development session for educators 
interested in bringing the content of the exhibit to their students via a virtual or in-person field trip. Educators 
leave this PD with examples of interactive lesson plans to use in their classrooms.

The Pop-Up History exhibits will present events related to the Holocaust in a way that encourages visitors to 
think critically about contemporary situations involving similar human rights issues. These exhibits will allow 
visitors to interact with the information in ways that allow meaningful dialogue with one another and the larger 
community.

To learn more or become a partner, please contact Donna Tarney at tarneyd@queens.edu.

The Greenspon Center Can Come to You
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Holocaust and Human Rights Programs
Becoming One Human Family (BOHF) On-Site School Program

BOHF was created to help middle and high school students explore the consequences of prejudice and discrim-
ination in our society and to equip them to effectively combat injustice in their spheres of influence. The pro-
gram provides engaging and active learning to middle and high school aged youth throughout North and South 
Carolina. Through personal stories, art, music, and literature from or related to the Holocaust, students explore 
larger human rights issues such as: identity, bias, respect, and courage. We train school educators to facilitate the 
program or provide facilitators so teachers can learn alongside their students. Becoming One Human Family is a 
customizable in-person or virtual program. Contact Donna Tarney to learn more tarneyd@queens.edu 

Special thanks to the Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte whose generosity enables us to offer Becoming One 
Human Family free of charge.

The Jeffrey Alan Schwartz Holocaust Speakers Bureau 

In memory of Jeffrey Alan Schwartz, his brother Larry Schwartz and family have established the Jeffrey Alan 
Schwartz Holocaust Speakers Bureau. This program will virtually bring second and third generation descendants 
of Holocaust survivors into regional private, public, and independent schools, and community clubs and organi-
zations to keep the history, messages, and lessons of the Holocaust alive. The most impactful experience relating 
to Holocaust education is hearing survivor testimonies. Sadly, as many of our Holocaust survivors are aging and 
we are losing their precious presence in this world, it is time for the next generation to lift and share their voices. 
The Greenspon Center is honored to be part of keeping the message of our community’s survivors alive for future 
generations, through their descendants. To request a speaker or for more information, email Donna Tarney, tarn-
eyd@queens.edu 

If you know of a school that would benefit from either the Becoming One Human Family program or the Speakers 
Bureau, please let us know.
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2525

Social Justice and Community Organizing (SJCO) 
Education Programs

The Greenspon Center is committed to strengthening social justice movements by training and educating community 
members to become impactful organizers and sustaining changemakers in the diverse personal and professional 
contexts in which they work and live.  Our SJCO educational offerings provide practical skills for organizing. SJCO 
Workshops will celebrate and support Charlotte’s communities of organizers and changemakers. Does this stir a 
longing in you? This can be you!

In conjunction with Queens University and Johnson C. Smith University, we are developing a Certification in Social 
Justice and Community Organizing Program. The program will empower social justice fellows by providing them 
with the knowledge and skills to bring people together around areas of common concern, build power, influence 
community decisions and create just outcomes. The certification program will provide praxis-based learning, 
networking and reflection opportunities. Look for the SJCO certification program to start in the Winter of 2023.

Stan Greenspon Scholar Activist for 2022-2023

Our SJCO programming is supported by Holly Roach Knight, our scholar activist and program design consul-
tant. By bringing her academic perspectives and organizing experience, Holly is working to root this emerging 
program deeply in praxis with vital feedback loops for reflecting on and learning from our experience organiz-
ing. 

Holly Roach Knight

Holly Roach Knight is a long-time social justice organizer and recent recipient 
of two masters degrees, an MA in Social Justice & Community Organizing 

from Prescott College, and an MA in Contemplative Education from Naropa 
University. She studies conflict in social change and is developing a body of work 
around navigating harm and repair in the organizing process. 

As a systems thinker for social change, Holly challenges us to learn from our orga-
nizing and consider how interconnected we are. As a proponent of contemplative 
social change, Holly urges us to steward our own inner change as a vital contribu-
tion to our work as change makers. 
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Social Justice and Community Organizing (SJCO) 
Education Programs

Fall Social Justice Series: What is the Journey from Systemic Racism to Truth and Rec-
onciliation?
Date: Tuesday evenings in September (9/6, 9/13, 9/20 and 9/27)
Time: 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
Location: Belk Chapel at Queens University 

Systemic racism goes beyond the individual to our community and our country - its centuries of policies and 
practices that have blocked certain members of society from generational wealth and the “American dream.” Our 
fall series will bring civic leaders and social justice experts together to share their perspectives on the dynamics of 
systemic racism and how we can create a pathway to equality and equity, which will result in reconciliation.

Week 1 – The Context of Systemic Racism, Tuesday, September 6, 2022
Our first session will explore systemic racism in the broader context on a national level. Where is it rooted? What 
harm has it caused? 

Week 2 – Systemic Racism A Local Perspective, Tuesday, September 13, 2022
Utilizing the report identifying the systemic harm caused by Mecklenburg County Government over the last 154 
years (as was revealed in the May 2021 Systemic Racism in Mecklenburg Report), we will focus on the local harm 
in the areas of: 1. politics, 2. law enforcement and justice 3. education, and 4. infrastructure and service provision. 

Week 3 – The Church and Systemic Racism, Tuesday, September 20, 2022
While the church is not specifically mentioned in the County report, the evidence of systemic racism in Charlotte’s 
faith community is clear from reports on the destruction of communities like Brooklyn. Where was the harm? 
What is required of the faith community today?

Week 4 – Reparations, Tuesday, September 27, 2022
While many use the term reparations, there is often a lack of clarity to its meaning. What are reparations and what 
is not? Do equity investments move our community along the path to reconciliation?

This program is open and free to the public. Coffee and cookies generously donated by Chartwells at Queens Uni-
versity.

To register contact Judy Schindler, schindlerj@queens.edu.

Program Guide 2022-2023 - page 26



The Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center

Social Justice and Community Organizing (SJCO) 
Education Programs

Listening Project: Learning from Charlotte’s History of Organizing — the Successes, 
Failures and Emerging Needs 
Date: Ongoing

At the Greenspon Center, we recognize the need for research on Charlotte’s history of organizing — the successes 
and the failures, the future needs.  We are engaging in a significant community Listening Project and invite you 
to be a part of our work.  Join us as we finalize our research design and begin to amass a body of research from 
which we all can learn and build upon as a community. If you know of any Charlotte organizers (past or present) 
who should be interviewed, please let us know.  To take part in our community research or to learn more about 
this program, contact Judy Schindler, schindlerj@queens.edu.

Certification in Social Justice and Community Organizing (Program in Development)

Date: Kickoff and close the program with in-person retreats on February 4 and March 28. Zoom sessions Tues-
day evenings, February 7 through March 21
Time: 7:00 to 9:00 pm
Location: Queens for kickoff retreat, Zoom on Tuesday evening

The mission of this brand-new Certification program is to strengthen transformational social justice movements 
by training and educating community and campus participants to become impactful organizers and sustaining 
changemakers in the many and diverse personal and professional contexts in which they work and live. 

The program will include an all-day kickoff retreat in Charlotte and a nine-week program to train and equip stu-
dents with political education and practical skills to effectively organize for social justice in their individualized 
contexts. We specialize in teaching a unique competency in humanist/interfaith-rooted organizing, mobilizing 
the power of belief-based communities. This program is designed for educators, staff and clergy in faith-based 
organizations, community advocates and activists, anyone seeking to become a community organizer and to 
create social change. For more information, contact Holly Roach,  hollyrsf@gmail.com.
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Jewish Life/Hillel at Queens University
Our Queens Hillel family is growing and thriving. Our dynamic student leadership includes athletes, musicians, 
native Charlotteans, and Israelis.  Students, staff and faculty celebrate simple and sacred time together marking 
Jewish holidays and Shabbat and simply hanging out. A sampling of our programs include Yafo Shabbat Dinners, 
Sushi in the Sukkah, bowling, Sunday Morning Beit Starbucks, and creating multicultural programs in partnership 
with other organizations (Soul Food Shabbat, etc.). New programs this year include joining Hillels across the state 
for an inaugural Apple Gala semi-formal event with live music and dinner in Greensboro and a Jewish Student 
Ambassadors program that will bring Hillel students together with community seniors.

How can you support us? Recommend to your friends, neighbors, and relatives with high school students that 
they consider Queens University as a possibility for their college experience.  Sponsor a Shabbat or holiday dinner. 
Attend our Jewish Studies courses as all proceeds support Jewish Life programs. 

Hillel students in the Sukkah 

With the support of Rabbi Judy, Queens is a nurturing “home-away-from-home” family and we look forward to 
welcoming new students. The Queens Jewish Life Program aims to engage the Queens community of all faiths 
in Jewish cultural, holiday and educational events and supports involvement in the interfaith fabric of Queens 
through dialogues and multicultural programs.

Interfaith students learning about the Sabbath
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Jewish Life/Hillel at Queens University

Rosh Hashanah – Welcoming a New Year

College Connection Programs

Our holiday and Hillel programs are open to all college-age students in the region. Is your college-age student at 
home for the holidays or taking a gap year or choosing a different path? We’d love to welcome them at Queens 
for our college connection holiday services.

Date: Monday, September 26
Time: 5 pm
Location: Belk Chapel Rotunda at Queens University 

Join us for a relaxing Rosh Hashanah worship experience with Rabbi Judy and guitarist Patty Torcellini. Students 
will help lead and our New Year will be ushered in with the sounding of the shofar and a festive holiday meal. Col-
lege-age students from across the region are welcome to attend. 

Yom Kippur – Reflections on Who We Are and Who We Want to Become

Date: Wednesday, October 5
Time: 5 pm
Location: Belk Chapel Rotunda at Queens University 

Join our Queens Hillel family to experience Yom Kippur in an engaging way with conversation, song, and reflec-
tion. Rabbi Judy, guitarist Patty Torcellini, and Queens students will craft and lead the brief service. Our service 
will conclude with a bagel break fast. College-age students from across the region are welcome to attend. 
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Jewish Life/Hillel at Queens University
Torah and Tea

Date: Weekly during the semester
Time: TBD
Location: Belk Chapel Kitchen at Queens University 

Join our weekly Hillel drop-in in the Chapel kitchen with Rabbi Judy. Join us for hot tea, hot topics (from what’s 
our love language to radical self-care), and simply to build connections, friendship, and relax.

Hillel Student to Seniors Connection Program
Date: Academic Year 2022-2023
Location: Senior Living Homes in Charlotte

Jewish Life at Queens is thrilled to be developing a Jewish Student Ambassador Program (JSA) for our Queens 
Hillel students. The JSA Program prepares our students to combat antisemitism by raising community awareness 
of what it means to be Jewish in today’s society. With the support of a generous grant from the Carolina Founda-
tion for Jewish Seniors, we are guiding students in crafting personal presentations about their cultural heritage 
and passion for their Jewish identity that will be shared with residents at Senior Living Homes and with the dozens 
of Holocaust survivors in our community. Let us know if you have a senior community, you’d like us to visit.
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Soul Food Shabbat with the Queens Campus and Broader Charlotte Community
“Jim Crow and Nuremberg Laws – Historical Comparisons?”

Jewish Life/Hillel at Queens University

Date: February 10, 2022
Time: 5 pm 
Location: Queens University

For years, Queens students have sponsored a Soul Food Shabbat bringing together the Queens Black Student 
Union and Queens Hillel for a celebration of Shabbat and an exploration of commonalities as we explore our past 
and present struggles. This year, we are opening the experience up to the broader Charlotte community.  

Utilizing historical documents, scholarship and powerful individual stories from the Fortunoff Video Archives for 
Holocaust Testimonies, Dr. Aya Marczyk, an associate research scholar at Yale University, will be our guest scholar 
and guide in exploring race and citizenship in Nazi Germany and in Jim Crow United States. As we hear recorded 
testimonies from Holocaust survivors and Black liberators in a segregated army, we will examine the value — and 
limits — of historical comparison.

This program is also sponsored by the Diversity, Inclusion and Community Engagement office at Queens Univer-
sity. 

$36/dinner for Charlotte community. Free for Queens students, staff and faculty.

Leon Bass was one soldier who faced racism growing up in Philadelphia, 
confronted it in the Army, and discovered its “ultimate” endpoint in a Ger-
man concentration camp called Buchenwald. Bass recalls in a testimony:

“Can you imagine? I put in three years of my life, put it on the line to make it 
possible for people like that young lady and that manager or whoever owned 
that store to function and enjoy the rights and privileges of Americans, and 
they were saying to me, just like the Nazis did, just like they told me down in 
the South, what they told my father, ‘Leon, you’re not good enough.'”
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Jewish Life/Hillel at Queens University

Mimi’s Matzah Ball Soup sponsored by the Gorelick Family

Open to all Queens University students, faculty, and staff 
Cost: Free 
Dates: Monthly on Wednesdays, 10:40 am-noon.
Made possible by a generous donation from the Gorelick 

Back by popular demand ... Mimi’s famous matzo ball soup! What better way to promote warmth and comfort 
during the cold months and during exam time than sharing soup from the Queens University Hillel?  The inspira-
tion behind Mimi’s Matzo Ball Soup is Patty Karro Gorelick (lovingly called “Mimi” by her grandchildren). Patty 
was a lady of great taste, kindness and intellect, as well as a fashion icon and a President of Queens University’s 
Learning Society. Created in her memory, Mimi’s Matzo Ball Soup Program infuses the Queens campus with 
the love, warmth, and wisdom that Mimi (Patty) shared with all those who were fortunate enough to know her. 
Chartwells Food Service, who feeds and nourishes the Queens’ campus family, graciously prepares this soup for 
our community.

To receive matzo ball soup on campus provided two joys for me. The first joy is that it helped 
me feel at home while away from home. The second joy was seeing other people try matzo ball 
soup for the first time and realizing how great it was. Watching other people enjoy what I grew 
up with was exciting to see.
                       -Noah Goldman, Queens University Graduate Class of 2019  
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Jewish Life/Hillel at Queens University

The Roz Greenspon and Marty Birnbaum Hillel Challah Giveaway

There is a well-known saying that the way to a man’s heart is through his stomach. Well, 
here at Queens University, we say it in a slightly different way: “The way to a Hillel col-
lege student’s heart is through the stomach!”

Monthly, the Queens Hillel gathers at Trexler Courtyard to give away individual challot (the plural of challah) 
to students, faculty, and staff.  A simple explanation of Shabbat accompanies each challah, and we host a mini 
“Shabbat celebration” with music.

Our students love food that reminds them of home, and they love traditions. The challah giveaway has become 
one of those traditions they talk about with love after they graduate. We are grateful to Marty and Roz for sup-
porting this Queens Hillel tradition!

Open to all Queens University students, faculty, and staff 
Cost: Free          
Dates: The second Fridays of each month at 10:30
Made possible by a generous donation from Marty Birnbaum and Roz Greenspon        

Color Our Sacred Times: Queens Jewish Life Celebrations

Sacred Colors: A Jewish Holiday Coloring Book 
(Recommended ages from 0-120)

Our Jewish Life at Queens “Color Our Sacred Times” adult coloring 
books will offer you a way to reduce stress and awaken creativity, as well 
as learn about ten Jewish holidays. The coloring book is illustrated by 
Emily Orland, our 2020 summer intern, and includes spiritual insights 
from Rabbi Judy. All proceeds go to Jewish Studies at Queens Universi-
ty.  This book was generously funded by the Lenora Stein Community 
Creative Learning Grant. 
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Bridge Building Across Lines of Difference

Charlotte Black-Jewish Alliance - Cohort Two
November 2022 through December 2023

The Charlotte Black/Jewish Alliance is a coalition of Jewish and Black young leaders ages 25 to 40, dedicated to cul-
tivating understanding and authentic relationships through honest conversations, deep reflection, and community 
engagement. The 14-month program includes:

•  Meaningful Conversations — Build friendships with other young professionals while discussing significant topics.
• Inspiring Journeys  — Travel to historic sites and world-class museums to deepen understanding. We will open 

the program with a daylong Charlotte pilgrimage (as we do not have travel far to learn about our country’s Black 
and Jewish history). In the spring, we go on a four-day Deep South Pilgrimage, visiting important sites in Atlan-
ta, Birmingham, Montgomery, and Selma.

• Engaging Programs — Monthly meetings with engaging programs 
designed to help participants question, learn, and grow.

• Long-lasting Connections — We have an alumni network to support 
the ongoing friendships and intersectional work of advancing justice.

We are now accepting applications to be part of our 2022-2023 Cohort. 
The application deadline is September 30. For more information, con-
tact one of our co-chairs: Noah Granade, granadenoah@gmail.com, Ty 
Green, tmgreen105@gmail.com, Terrell Hamlet, tcrell84@gmail.com, 
Zoe Kronovet, zoekrnvt@gmail.com or our faculty: Dr. Melvin Her-
ring, mherring@jcsu.edu, Dr. Cindy Kistenberg, ckistenberg@jcsu.edu, 
Rabbi Judy Schindler, schindlerj@queens.edu.

This program is generously supported by Johnson C. Smith University, the Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social 
Justice Education Center at Queens University of Charlotte, the Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte, and 
Temple Beth El.
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Bridge Building Across Lines of Difference

Charlotte Racial Justice Consortium (CRJC)              
Training Our Students for a Future of Equity

By application only: Academic year 2022-2023
Cost: Free

The Stan Greenspon Center has been an instrumental partner in developing the Charlotte Racial Justice Con-
sortium (CRJC). The CRJC is an unprecedented partnership of five academic institutions — Queens University 
of Charlotte, Central Piedmont Community College, Johnson C. Smith University, Johnson & Wales University 
Charlotte, and UNC Charlotte — working together to equip a diverse body of students within the region to ad-
dress social and economic justice issues, advocate for racial equity and strengthen democracy. The CRJC vision is 
a Charlotte community that understands its history of race and racism, believes in our shared humanity, embraces 
a more comprehensive narrative on race, and develops faculty, staff, and student leaders who work across our cam-
puses towards truth, racial healing, and transformation.

Four to five fellows from each campus participate in a year-long reflection of Charlotte's history of racism and its 
connection to each university/college, while exploring racial equity and developing leadership skills. The fellow-
ship will culminate in unique, student-led projects designed to foster truth, racial healing, and transformation.  
Racial Justice fellows are also trained in leading Racial Healing Circles, which are group interventions designed 
to share personal truths and experiences and use storytelling to promote racial equity and healing.  If your orga-
nization is interested in partnering with the CRJC, please contact Rabbi Judy Schindler, schindlerj@queens.edu.
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Bridge Building Across Lines of Difference
Belk Chapel Jewish-Muslim Interfaith Initiative

Abraham’s Tent: A Shared Muslim Community and Jewish Community Room in the 
Inn at Queens University

Our Belk Chapel Jewish-Muslim Interfaith Initiative enables students, alumni, and community members (partic-
ularly but not limited to those of the Jewish and Islamic traditions) to engage in community projects, dialogues, 
and more.  As this initiative grows, we will work to improve our dialogue skills addressing difficult topics and bring 
in dynamic speakers to talk about different facets of Judaism, Islam, and interfaith engagement. The purpose of 
this initiative is ultimately to bring Jews and Muslims together to learn from one another and develop friendships 
across faiths. 

For more information, contact Noah Goldman, ngoldie96@gmail.com and Mohammed Jibriel, m_jibriel@uncg.edu.

Just as Abraham’s tent was open on all sides to welcome friends and strangers passing by his desert dwelling, the 
Muslim and Jewish communities want our neighbors in Charlotte to feel that spirit of welcome.  For six nights 
this winter, Jews and Muslims are invited to come together to provide food, shelter and care for approximately six 
neighbors who are in need of support.  We will open our Belk Chapel one to two Saturdays a month from Decem-
ber to February to our homeless neighbors.  We invite all community members to join us in providing this place of 
hospitality on the Queens Campus. To volunteer, please contact Patty Torcellini, mspattyh@gmail.com.
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Customized Offerings for Your 
Organization/House of Worship

The Stan Greenspon Center offers a variety of programs for youth and adults. Every session can be adapted to 
meet the needs of your community. 

Bias and Prejudice in our Lives:
During this 90-minute interactive workshop, participants will learn how to recognize bias and prejudice in them-
selves. We will explore how bias leads to behaviors that hurt others and disrupt relationships. Participants will 
practice questioning and reflective listening to diffuse tension and hold more productive dialogues.

Discussing Race:
During this 60-minute session, participants will explore ways to openly discuss racial issues with one another. 
This includes strategies to use when someone makes a racially charged statement as well as what to do when a 
discussion becomes an argument. Participants will practice how to hold a Listening Conversation, which helps 
build understanding and trust.

The Greenspon Team can also present interactive talks on many topics related to the Holocaust, Human Rights, 
and the Jewish Experience including, but not limited to, the following topics:

• Dismantling Stereotypes – Using images to tell the whole story
• America and the Holocaust – What we knew and what we did
• Monuments and Memory – Why and how we memorialize the past
• Antisemitism – Historic Roots and Present Reality
• Black-Jewish Relations – Shared triumphs and troubled times
• Judaism 101
• Social Justice and Community Organizing 101

Fees vary based on program design and support the mission and work of the Stan Greenspon Center  .
 

When a colleague, friend or family member is facing an illness, so many people ask 
themselves: “What can I do?”

In helping to answer that question, Greenspon Center artist-in-residence, Mike Wirth, 
along with our Greenspon Center Team designed a healing blanket that can be personal-
ized and ordered as a gift to send to a loved one.  These blankets filled with words of heal-
ing are a meaningful way to share your warmth, love and prayers in support of those in 
need.  Blankets can be customized with your own inspirational words or you can use our 
template.   Not only will your gift offer healing to a colleague or friend, the proceeds will 
support the Greenspon Center’s mission of Tikkun Olam – healing our world. 

To order a healing blanket, contact Talia Goldman, goldmant@queens.edu.

Healing Blankets That Heal the World

Program Guide 2022-2023 - page 37
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Celebrating Our Supporters

Founding Donors Annual Sponsors 

With incredible generosity and vision, our donors invest in Jewish Life, Jewish Studies, and the Stan Greenspon 
Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center. Thousands of lives have been touched and taught through our 
work. A special debt of gratitude extends to Stan Greenspon and Lori and Eric Sklut for their generosity and to 
our community’s Holocaust survivors who inspire our work.                                              

Founding Donors Class of 2014
Don and Bobbi Bernstein•
Bill and Patty* Gorelick•
Harvey and Adrienne Gossett•
Larry and Dale Polsky•
Marc and Mattye Silverman•
Eric and Lori Sklut•

Founding Donors Class of 2016
Blumenthal Foundation
David Cohen
Stan Greenspon
Clay and Deidre Grubb•

Sustaining Donors
Joy Greene
Keith Greenspon 
Risa and David Miller

Circle of Supporters
Mark Abrams and Iris Prandi
Jill and Craig Balick

George Bohmfalk
Bo and Stacy Doline
Glenn and Roni Fishkin
Samantha and Adam Foodman
Russell and Julia Greenfield
Dee Gyorody
Vicki Hopkins
Penny Krieger
Susie Meier
Elyse and Arthur Nevid
Gwen and Paul Orland
Sheila and Adam Spitz
Bonnie Tangalos
Allison and Jonathan White
Patti and Peter Zakow  

Gold Sponsors
Dr. Sandy and Lois Benjamin
Nomi Bergman
Stacy and Todd Gorelick 
Donald Jacobs
Florence Jaffa

Silver Sponsors
Action Plus Ideas – Eric Lerner
Cary Bernstein and Alan Kronovet
Marty Birnbaum & Roz Greenspon
Catherine and Scott Bortz 
Tracy and Larry Brown
Paige and Mark Cohen
Jackie Fishman
Pili and Zach Gerger
Harry and Gloria Lerner
Jerry and Barbara Levin
Janie and Gary Levinson
Richard Osborne
Melissa and Steven Raphael
Judy Seldin-Cohen and Jeff Cohen
Carolyn and Dan Stone
Emily and Sam Zimmern

• Donors are also Annual Sponsors 
*Of Blessed Memory

Suly Chenkin
Olivia and Steven Cohen
Lynne and Stuart Cojac
Janet and Mark Epstein
Carolyn Hennes
Ted and M.E. Hessberg
Christine Hotham
Joan Kirschner 
Merridith and Howard Glazer
Lawrence Greenspon

Michael Greenspon
Lynda and William Gross
Charlene Mack
Amy and Gene Marx
Elyse and Arthur Nevid
Richard Osborne
Kathryn and Ivan Savitsky
Anne and Michael Sinsheimer
Donna and Donald Tarney 

Friend Sponsors

Thank you!
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Celebrating Our Supporters
Supporters

Foundations

Grants 

Rabbi Ana Bonnheim and Rabbi Asher Knight, Daniel Brown, Carola Cardenas, Elaine and Harry Chernotsky, 
Laura Cohen, Cheryl DeMaio, John and Talli Dippold, Shirley Frank, Courtney and Stanton Geller, Noah Gold-
man, Talia and Steven Goldman, Sandra and Yaron Goldman, Liza and Joey Haynes, June and Paul Hirschmann, 
Simon Hirschhorn, Sonja Langford, Eric Levine, Kevin Levine and Louis Sinkoe, Barbara Lowe, Karen and Gary 
Maniloff, Malka and Menachem Mezahav, Ellen Martin, Nancy Michael, Mark Moskowitz, Susan Myers, Jeffrey 
Plummer, Stephanie Rauch, Fran and Matt Samarel, Michael Scharf, Rabbi Judy Schindler and Chip Wallach, Ja-
son Shechter, Donald Sloan, Elaine St. Anne, Betsy Rosen and Liam Stokes, Shana and Oscar Suris, Debra Traut-
mann, Sandra Weinstein, Suzanne Williams, Sue and Kim Worrel, Barbara Ziegler 

Blumenthal Foundation, Donald H. and Barbara K. Foundation, The Leon Levine Foundation, The Levine-Sklut 
Family Foundation, Marc and Mattye Silverman Family Foundation, Novant Health Foundation, William and 
Patricia* Gorelick Family Foundation

Carolina Foundation for Jewish Seniors, Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life, Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte, Lenora Stein Community Creative Learning Grant, YIVO Institute for Jewish Research

Aldersgate Living, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Office of Diversity and Inclusion, Hebrew Cemetery of Greater 
Charlotte, Helen Adams Realty, Johnson C. Smith University, Jewish Family Service, Lake Norman Charter 
School, Myers Park Presbyterian Church,  North Council on the Holocaust, The Olga Lengyel Institute, North 
Carolina Holocaust Foundation, Providence Day School, Sandra and Leon Levine Jewish Community Center, 
Temple Beth El, Temple Emanuel of Gastonia, Temple Israel, Union Presbyterian Seminary

Program Supporters

Every gift makes a difference. To invest in our work or learn more about Jewish Studies and Jewish Life at Queens 
and the Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center, please contact Talia Goldman, goldmant@
queens.edu. We would love to meet with you, virtually, or in person.  

Tell your friend and family members looking for undergraduate or graduate academic programs about the close-
knit Jewish Community and the dynamic Jewish Studies Program at Queens University. Visit www.Queens.edu to 
learn about all Queens has to offer.

Follow us on Social Media...
Facebook: Stan Greenspon Holocaust and Social Justice Education Center 

Instagram:  @stangreensponcenter 
Twitter: @GreensponCenter 
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